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Dear Readers,

International travel is finally getting its groove back. With more people travelling and more places open for business 
following a couple of devastating years for the industry all over the world, we're seeing things really pick up! Places that 
have had long border closures or tricky quarantine or testing rules are slowing lifting more and more restrictions, 
allowing us all to travel again with ease! 

For those living in the northern hemisphere, summer is here and a newly radiant sun steps forth from the springtime. It 
comes as no surprise that travelers are yearning to make the most of these days of heat, which are unfortunately 
numbered. Then again, when everyone else has the same idea, it feels like EVERYWHERE is absolutely heaving with 
people. 

In this issue of The islandchief, we bring you an exclusive interview with Mr. Ismail Shareef, the General Manager of Al 
Shaali Marine Maldives to find out how he honed his craft in a way that pays homage to boat building as well as driving 
the company's strategic direction and tremendous growth over the span of the past 11 years.  

In the culinary section of Bon Appetite on page 22, we have a special cheesecake recipe from Maha Naseer, Creative 
Culinary Director at Oaga Art Resort. This luxurious Ube (sweet potato) cheesecake is on a bed of crunchy ginger cookie 
crust then topped with a silky Ube paste. 

Lastly, our industry experts share their views on the potential impact of monkeypox on Maldives tourism and tourist 
arrivals as WHO declares it as a global health emergency with several cases been identified across the regions outside 
of West and Central Africa.  

Of course, all of these titillating segments stand by our regular pieces, which you know and love, so please, enjoy our 
latest issue and we look forward to hearing your thoughts.

Until next issue, 
The Islandchief Team
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KALHU VAKARU MISKIY (or The Traveling Mosque) at Male’ City
Kalhu Vakaru Miskiy is one of the most unique and beautiful historical buildings in Maldives. 
Throughout the past 200 years, the mosque has been dismantled and relocated from one 
place to another. Hence the name, The Travelling Mosque. The structure is made from hirigaa 
(coral stone) and kalhu vakaru (lumber from the ebony tree). Standing on a coral foundation, 
carved with intricate geometric designs, and engraved with Arabic calligraphy, the mosque is 
a pure testament to the masterful craftsmanship of our ancestors. The Traveling Mosque is 
easily one of the most accessible and sought after cultural landmarks in the Maldives.

Credit: Visit Maldives
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SriLankan Airlines and Kuwait Airways 
Launch Codeshare Partnership
SriLankan Airlines and Kuwait Airways 
have announced the launch of a new 
codeshare partnership effective June 20, 
2022; which provides enhanced 
connections and convenience to 
customers of both airlines. Each airline 
will place the other airline’s marketing 
code on its flights operated between 
Colombo and Kuwait with the alliance 
coming into effect.

The new codeshare partnership will 
strengthen and take to new heights the 
cordial commercial relationship that 
has existed between SriLankan Airlines 
and Kuwait Airways since 1999. 
SriLankan Airlines has carried 
passengers between Colombo and 
Kuwait for over four decades and 
currently operates a daily flight to 
Kuwait. Similarly, Kuwait Airways has 
been serving passengers on this route 
since 1978 and plans to operate three 
weekly flights to Colombo starting from 
October 2022. 

Passengers may essentially expect to 

gain all the benefits of codeshare flights 
including seamless connectivity and the 
convenience of having their entire 
journey managed by one airline from the 
point of purchasing tickets until they 
arrive at their final destination with the 
launch of this partnership. 

Furthermore, passengers of both airlines 
will enjoy increased alternative flight 
options, specifically to the Middle East 
and Europe via Kuwait and to the Indian 
Subcontinent and the Far East via 
Colombo. Richard Nuttall, Chief Executive 
Officer of SriLankan Airlines stated, “We 
are delighted to enter a new chapter in 
the longstanding relationship between 
Kuwait Airways and SriLankan Airlines 
that is expected to generate value to our 
customers in multiple ways. The Middle 
Eastern market has always been 
important to SriLankan Airlines, and we 
continually endeavor to expand our 
network and product portfolio to serve 
this segment better. We look forward to 
working with Kuwait Airways and creating 
greater synergy between our combined 

networks for the 
benefit of our 
passengers.”

Maen Razouqi, Chief 
Executive Officer of 
Kuwait Airways stated, 
“We welcome 
SriLankan Airlines as 
our codeshare partner. 
The new beginning of 
this partnership will 
support Kuwait Airways 
and SriLankan Airlines 
operations between the two cities and 
allow more travel options, facilities for 
the public. Passengers and travel agents 
will be able to book directly on these 
flights through our offices/website /APP 
and agents’ reservation system.
 
Further, this Codeshare Partnership will 
not only enhance the relationship 
between the two airlines but also the 
strong relationship between the two 
friendly States, Kuwait and Sri Lanka. On 
this occasion, I would like to thank Mr. 

Richard Nuttall and both the teams for 
their efforts in making this Codeshare 
Agreement effective.

Both SriLankan Airlines and Kuwait 
Airways are also working on 
incorporating the Frequent Flyer 
Program for codeshare flights, so that 
passengers can be rewarded with the 
benefits of such programs. Further, both 
airlines anticipate exploring other 
avenues for future mutual co-operation 
and expansion of their partnership.”
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Wizz Air Abu 
Dhabi to Launch 
Scheduled Flights 
to Maldives

Wizz Air Abu Dhabi, the ultra-low-fare national 
airline of the UAE, has announced to launch a new 
route, from Abu Dhabi to the idyllic island paradise 
of the Maldives. 

The airline informs that the expansion of its 
network will offer travelers the opportunity to 
explore marvelous destinations in line with the 

airline’s ambition to provide tourists and residents 
in the UAE and the region with hassle-free, 
affordable travel options. 

From October, Wizz Air will offer flights four times a 
week on Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday and Sunday 
from Abu Dhabi to Male, the main international 
airport in the Maldives. The unrivalled holiday 

destination, Maldives boasts white sandy beaches, 
spectacular sunsets and colorful reefs brimming 
with wildlife.  

This picturesque paradise promises ultimate 
escapism from everyday life. For those yearning to 
discover what the islands have to offer, Wizz Air’s 
new route unlocks affordable travel options for 
those within the UAE and for self-connecting 
passengers travelling from Central and Eastern 
Europe via the Wizz Air network. 

With the new route, Wizz Air Abu Dhabi flies to a 
total of 34 destinations within a five-hour flight time 
radius of Abu Dhabi, since the airline launched in 
January 2021.  The arrival of a fifth aircraft later this 
year means flights to the Maldives will be operated 
on a brand-new Airbus A321neo aircraft, which 
offers the lowest environmental footprint.  

Etihad Airways Named Airline Ratings 'Environmental 
Airline of the Year 2022'
Etihad Airways, the national airline of the UAE, has 
been named ‘Environmental Airline of the Year 
2022’ in the annual Airline Ratings awards. The 
ranking recognises Etihad’s industry-leading 
strategy to improve aviation sustainability for both 
the airline itself and the entire industry.

The UN Framework Convention on Climate Change 
chose the UAE as host for COP 28 which will take 
place in 2023. Etihad’s achievement is fully aligned 
with Abu Dhabi and the UAE’s own commitment to 
work with the international community to 
accelerate global efforts to address climate change 
and environmental protection and create a more 
sustainable economic future.

The airline recently published the Etihad Airways 
Sustainability Report which Airline Ratings deemed 
as a benchmark for the industry, demonstrating 
the potential advancements to be made in 
sustainable aviation by a wide range of initiatives.

Tony Douglas, Group Chief Executive Officer, Etihad 
Aviation Group, said: “Our ambition to become a 
leader in aviation sustainability has taken us on a 
journey to reduce the impact of aviation on the 
environment, not just for Etihad, but for the entire 
industry.

Etihad’s sustainability initiatives began with a 
focus on creating operational efficiencies. The 
airline quickly went on to unite industry leaders 

and build the most comprehensive, cross 
organizational aviation sustainability initiative ever 
undertaken. This umbrella programme, now in its third 
year, includes partnerships with Boeing, GE, Airbus and 
Rolls Royce, as well as a wide range of collaborations 
with pioneering new-technology organizations, 
academic researchers, smaller businesses and 
start-ups. 

Etihad’s flagship sustainability programmes include the 
Greenliner programme using the airline’s fleet of 
Boeing 787 Dreamliners as flying test-beds, as well as 
the Sustainable50 A350-1000 launched earlier this year.

Mr Douglas continues: “We are grateful to our 
partners from the major manufacturers to 
academics and small start-ups who have partnered 
with us on this mission, in particular through the 
Greenliner and Sustainable50 programmes.

“This accolade is testament to our efforts over the 
past few years to be the greenest airline in the sky 
and we’re proud to be awarded the Environmental 
Airline of the Year 2022. We are tremendously proud 
of this achievement but will not rest on our laurels 
as we have ambitious, industry-changing and 
climate critical action to continue to build on.”
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Dive into Fairmont Maldives 
Sirru Fen Fushi: 
The Archipelago’s Secret 
Water Island

Fairmont Maldives Sirru Fen Fushi 
Resort, a luxurious paradise of natural 
beauty and tranquility located on the 
northern Shaviyani Atoll, boasts the 
longest infinity pool and biggest jacuzzi 
in the Maldives. Sirru Fen Fushi, which 
means 'secret water island' in the local 
Dhivehi language, truly lives up to its 
name, home to one of the country’s 
largest resort lagoons and 120 luxury 
villas each with their own private pool.

Merging seamlessly with idyllic views of 
the Indian Ocean, the infinity pool’s 
glittering waters provide the perfect 
spot to cool down whilst basking in the 
Maldivian sunshine. Stretching from 
one side of the tropical island to the 
other, the 200m pool is framed by 
swaying palms and leads guests to the 
Coralarium, the Maldives’ first and only 
coral regeneration project in the form 
of an underwater art gallery. 
Meanwhile, the largest jacuzzi on the 
atoll is located on the island’s 
picturesque Sun Rise side. Conveniently 
perched by the resort’s expansive yoga 
deck, guests can practice their 
downward dog in paradise before 
soothing their muscles with a soak in 
the most beautiful of settings.

Guests of the resort are also treated to 
their own private sliver of aqua and 
those residing in the resort’s overwater 
villas can unwind in the comfort of their 
private infinity style pool, with the 

chance to spot magical marine life 
from dolphins and turtles to manta 
rays, and clown fish. Whilst in the 
beach tented style villas, guests can 
enjoy the intimacy of a castaway 
experience in a glamping tent themed 
villa boasting a chic, bohemian vibe, 
and a private pool nestled in the heart 
of the island’s colorful flora and fauna. 
Set on the island’s sandy shores the 
beach villa’s private pools are 
accompanied by a soundtrack of 
lapping waves allowing guests to fully 
immerse themselves in the true 
meaning of Sirru Fen Fushi.

Fairmont Maldives Sirru Fen Fushi is 
home to the longest infinity pool in the 
Maldives that leads you to the 
Coralarium, the Maldives' first and only 
coral regeneration project in the form 
of an underwater art installation by 
Jason deCaires Taylor. Located on the 
Shaviyani Atoll, which boasts one of 
the country's largest resort lagoons, 
Fairmont Maldives, Sirru Fen Fushi is 
more than just your hideaway. Our 
"secret water island," as dubbed by the 
locals. The 120 Luxury Villas are a 
seamless blend of chic, understated 
Maldivian rustic chic with champagne 
woods, coral-inspired rugs, and 
bamboo glass chandeliers. Choose 
from hideaway Beach Villas set in the 
magpies, the stunning Water Villas 
perched over the Indian Ocean, or 
castaway Tented Jungle Villas.
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Siyam World Maldives ‘Pimps’ Guests Rides with 
Seabreachers, Mini Mokes and World’s First Water Bikes

Indian Ocean iconoclast, Siyam World has unleashed 
a new fleet of custom Mini Mokes; 
adrenaline-pumping Seabreachers; and “the world’s 
first water bike”, Manta5’s Hydrofoiler XE-1, providing 
guests with three more eye-popping ways to motor 
away from the Maldives mainstream. 

On a mission to bring its guests the broadest 
offering of memorable escapades and never-done- 
before experiences, Siyam World made waves last 
year when it opened with the Indian Ocean’s biggest 
floating water park – and now it has rivals trailing in 

its wake once again after launching the Maldives’ 
first ever Seabreacher. With the aerodynamic lines 
of a fighter jet and a sculpted shark-like body, the 
Seabreacher represents a dramatic breakthrough in 
recreational boating. 

Operating more like an aircraft than a watercraft, 
these extraordinary semi submersible vessels can 
jump over, dive under and carve left and right 
through the waves – and are even capable of 
360-degree barrel rolls on the water. The 
Seabreacher’s acrylic canopy and underwater view 

ports give pilot and passenger near-360-degree 
views, while its supercharged 260hp engine propels 
them across the water at speeds of up to 50mph.  

For a more tranquil, yet singularly surreal take on 
conquering the waves, Siyam World guests can also 
experience the extraordinary Manta5 Hydrofoiler 
XE-1 – the world’s first hydrofoil e-bikes. Capable of 
speeds up to 11 knots, these emission-free, 
wake-free, near-silent wave-riding phenomena 
harness the same technology as America’s Cup 
yachts to create a completely new cycling 
experience on water. 

Back on dry land, guests staying at The Beach House 
Collection - Siyam World’s exclusive enclave of 24 
show-stopping one- to six-bedroom Residences - 
can also now explore the island’s trails in style with 
their very own custom Mini Moke. Recently revived 
and relaunched as the first heritage car marque to 
go fully electric, the British-made Mini Moke is the 
ultimate retro-chic beach whip. Each of Siyam 
World’s Mini Mokes comes with an onboard sound 
system and is named after a colorful 90s music 
legend - think “Green Day'', “Red Hot Chilli Peppers” 
and “Pink Floyd” - with a vibrant paint job to match. 

E-Surf's Up! Catch the Latest Adrenaline-Pumping Trend 
at Hideaway Beach Resort & Spa
There's no more waiting for the perfect wave at 
Hideaway Beach Resort & Spa and its Signature 
Collection. Together with its Watersports partner 
Deep Blue, the resort has released this exhilarating 
experience. Now guests can hop on the hottest 
watersports trend by trying their hand at E-Surfing. 

This new craze involves being propelled through the 
water on a motorized, electric surfboard, as friends, 
family and impressed onlookers cheer you on. 
Though there are no great surfing spots in North 
Maldives, this is an excellent alternative for guests 
looking to have some surfing fun while experiencing 
the latest in watersports innovation. 

Whether you're looking to master a new skill or 
perfect your technique at an existing sport, there is 
plenty to keep thrill-seekers and sports enthusiasts 
entertained at this exclusive all-suite Maldives 
resort where space and privacy is key. Enjoy a Golf 
game at the state-of-the-art in-house Golf 
Simulator, work up a sweat in the extensive gym, 
take a gander at the other evergreen surfing option 
– windsurfing, jump around a floating aqua park, 
and more. As a large, spacious island with a 
year-round tropical Maldivian summer, it's also the 
perfect location for doing outdoor activities such as 
running to keep fit and healthy – even on vacation. 

With this addition to the great number of 
recreational activities available at the resort, this is 
yet another exciting experience which adds to the 
Hideaway guarantee to be one of the leading 
recreation resorts in the Maldives with many novel 
offerings for guests to enjoy. 

To learn more about these adrenaline-filled 
experiences available at the resort, contact 
reservations@hideawaybeachmaldives.com 
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Discover a Fusion of Contemporary Sri Lankan and Maldivian 
Flavours at Heritance Aarah Ambula Restaurant
Lush green coconut trees swaying to the tropical 
breeze, clear water waves gently lapping on the sandy 
white beach, panoramic views of the tranquil 
surroundings to be enjoyed from the comfort of your 
beach villa - the first impression at Heritance Aarah 
proves to be a lasting one.

At Heritance Aarah, it is not only about the 
surrounding tropical beauty, the luxurious amenities 
or high quality of service. It is also about the eclectic 
range of cuisine that awaits guests at its restaurants, 
each offering a unique gastronomic journey, 
tantalizing all senses.

Among its restaurants, ‘Ambula’ stands out for its 
fusion offering with a truly Asian twist. Offering what 
the resort calls its very own ‘Heritance Cuisine’ -  a 
fusion between traditional Sri Lankan and Maldivian 
flavors; the concept has given birth to dishes that 
should never be missed, and will be hard to forget.

Diners have the opportunity to embark on an 
eight-course culinary exploration, which includes 
anything from aromatic Ambul Thiyal (cold smoked 
tuna) to Curried Octopus wrapped in Maldivian Roshi.

IN A NUTSHELL

The secret behind the distinctive flavors are two 
Culinary Olympic winners, Chef Lalith Gunesekara 
and Chef Amila Silva. It is their quirky concoction 
that promises guests with nothing but bliss on the 
plate. Their flair for the thematic takes precedence 
as each course is served with a narrative, curating 
stories with each bite. Enhancing the offering is the 
nod to sustainability. The tuna and seafood served 
at the restaurant are purchased from those who 
engage in sustainable fishing in the local waters. 

Certain vegetables and herbs part of the menu 
comes fresh from the ‘Aarah Tharukaaree Dhandhu’ 
in-resort garden. The resort aims to reduce its 
purchasing of vegetation with the expansion of the 
in-resort garden in the next few months. 

Recently, Ambula featured the appearance of a guest 
chef – Chef Dimuthu Kumarasinghe. Hailing from 
neighboring Sri Lanka, he is an iconic chocolatier 
and Culinary Olympic record holder. During his visit, 
Chef Dimuthu along with Chefs Lalith and Amila 
cuarted a special menu focusing on the authentic 
flavors of the two island nations. Guests were 
amazed by the transition from one course to 

another with the desert being a truly wonderful 
surprise.
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‘Great British Menu’ Finalist to Host Food Pop-up at 
Amilla Maldives

British restaurant, JÖRO, is set to pop 
up on the shores of Amilla Maldives 
Resort and Residences from October 13 
to 23, 2022. It will overlap with Amilla’s 
upcoming one-day Food Festival on 
October 16th; part of the resort’s 
celebrations marking 50 years of 

tourism in the Maldives, which 
transformed the archipelago from a 
little-known developing country to a 
bucket list destination.

The owner of JÖRO, Luke French, 
appeared on BBC’s ‘Great British Menu’ 

in March 2022, and went on to win his 
region of Northeast & Yorkshire, 
reaching the final of the legendary 
cooking competition. He is inspired by 
local and sustainable ingredients, and 
during his 10-day residency as Guest 
Chef at Amilla, Luke will be exploring 
locally grown and foraged produce. 
They include Maldivian greens, 
breadfruit, coconuts and sustainable 
pole and line-caught fish.  

Guests at Amilla will be treated to two 
gala dinners with a focus on 
farm-to-table and ‘eating lifestyle’ 
dishes. There will also be two cooking 
master classes where guests can learn 
culinary skills with Luke. Luke garnered 
critical acclaim for JÖRO Restaurant in 
Sheffield, England, by combining the 
highest quality ingredients with cooking 
techniques from around the world to 
create award-winning Modern British, 
New Nordic and Asian dishes. It was 

Outrigger Maldives Plays an Important Role in Manta Ray, 
Whale Shark and Turtle Conservation
Outrigger Maldives Maafushivaru 
Resort is playing a key role in 
gathering and sharing information on 
whale sharks, manta rays and sea 
turtles with conservation groups in the 
Maldives. 

The tracking and reporting process, led 
by the resort’s marine biologist, Lynn 
Jula Kessler, shows that populations of 
whale sharks and manta rays in the 
South Ari Atoll around Outrigger 
Maldives are stable or doing well. 
However, there is more concern about 
critically endangered sea turtles, which 
often get ensnared in fishing nets 
traveling between their nesting 
grounds in Sri Lanka and the Maldives.  

On whale sharks, Outrigger Maldives is 
cooperating with the Maldives Whale 
Shark Research Programme. Kessler 
and accompanying resort snorkeling 
guests collect data on whale shark 
sightings, noting any injuries, some of 
which are caused by collisions with 
boats. 

This September, Kessler and Outrigger 
will join the #GentleToGiants initiative 
being run by the whale shark research 
team. The campaign aims to secure 
commitments from tourism businesses 

to adhere to whale shark encounter 
guidelines.  

“Many of the whale sharks spotted in 
South Ari Atoll are juvenile males five 
to eight metres in length,” says Kessler. 
“The waters around here are like a 
boys’ high school for whale sharks,” 
she says.  
Kessler also sends information on 
manta ray sightings to the Manta Trust, 
an NGO founded to protect manta rays 
globally. By sending underwater 
images of mantas to the trust, 
conservationists can track new 
pregnancies, injuries and overall 

population trends. Manta rays are 
classified as endangered. They are 
protected by law in the Maldives, which 
has the biggest recorded population of 
manta rays in the world. 

"No matter how often I encounter 
manta rays, they always amaze me,” 
says Kessler. “Besides being 
unbelievably graceful, they are also 
very curious and intelligent. They can 
often be observed interacting with 
snorkelers and divers which makes the 
encounters even more magical." Kessler 
gives presentations twice a week to 
Outrigger guests on manta rays, whale 

listed in the Michelin Guide 2022.  

Originally hailing from Cambridgeshire, 
his culinary career began at only 14, 
where, like many chefs, he began as a 
Kitchen Porter. Recognized for his 
talent, he was quickly promoted 
through the ranks and worked at some 
of the best restaurants in Cambridge, 
including the Michelin-starred 
Alimentum (now closed). Luke then set 
his sights on Asia, where he discovered 
the flavors and techniques which he 
was later able to showcase at his own 
restaurant. After returning to the UK, 
Luke moved to Sheffield and soon after 
met his wife and business director, 
Stacey Sherwood. The pair launched 
JÖRO in December 2016, followed by 
street food concept restaurant, Konjö, 
in 2019 along with omakase counter 
restaurant, NAMA. They launched their 
boutique hotel, House of JÖRO, in 2021. 

sharks, turtles, marine life and coral 
reef preservation in the South Ari Atoll. 

In July, she conducted coral planting, 
assisted by guests, adding frames of 
new coral beneath a jetty at the resort 
to encourage the breeding of young 
corals and fish species. 

Marine conservation and awareness 
building are a key part of Outrigger 
Maldives resort operations, all of which 
align with Outrigger’s ZONE (OZONE), 
the company’s long established global 
marine conservation and 
environmental care initiative. 
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Alila Kothaifaru Appoints 
Nika Kim as Senior Sales 
Manager
Alila Kothaifaru Maldives has 
announced the appointment of Nika 
Kim as Senior Sales Manager at the 
newly opened Hyatt property in the 
Maldives. Nika brings nearly a decade 
of hospitality experience, including 
her previous assignment in the 
commercial department at Grand Park 
Kodhipparu and Ayada Maldives. In 
this new role, Nika will oversee the 
Russia and CIS market focusing on 
introducing Alila Kothaifaru Maldives 
as the new addition to the Maldives’ 
luxury resorts.  

Fluent in Russian, English and Korean, 
Nika received her master’s degree in 
public administration from Hanyang 
University, Seoul, South Korea. 
Throughout her hospitality career, she 
has gained a breadth of experience in 

creating new relationships and 
maintaining strong customer relations. 

Originally from Russia, Nika has a deep 
love for travelling, learning about new 
cultures, visiting theatres, and 
watching musicals as well as ballet 
shows. Moreover, she always wanted to 
write her book that can be turned into 
a movie. 

Surrounded by a stunning house reef 
in the scenic Raa Atoll, Alila Kothaifaru 
Maldives offers serenity and discovery 
in an awe-inspiring destination 
embraced by nature’s wonders. Enjoy 
easy access to the famous Hanifaru 
Bay UNESCO World Biosphere Reserve. 
This protected marine sanctuary is the 
largest feeding and breeding hotspot 
in the world for manta rays and whale 

sharks, which at times congregate 
here in their hundreds. Alila 
Kothaifaru Maldives is also close to 
Vaadhoo Island, one of the best spots 
to witness the spectacular “Sea of 
Stars” phenomenon, an extraordinary 
sight to behold.  

Designed for serene relaxation in 

harmony with nature, each of the 
resort’s 44 beachfront villas and 36 
overwater villas comes with a private 
pool. Featuring contemporary interiors 
in a palette of soothing colors with 
natural textures, these spacious 
hideaways are carefully positioned to 
provide privacy and comfort in 
understated, sophisticated style. 
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Pjey Mayandi and Eddie Teh Take on General Manager 
Roles at Soneva Fushi and Soneva Jani

Award-winning luxury resorts brand 
Soneva has announced two new 
leadership appointments at its 
Maldives properties. Pjey Mayandi is 
appointed Guardian of the Experience 
(General Manager) at Soneva Fushi in 
the Baa Atoll, and Eddie Teh joins the 
team at the Noonu Atoll’s Soneva Jani 
as Guardian of the Experience.  

Originally from Singapore, Pjey first 
joined Soneva Fushi as Resort Manager 
in 2021. His career in hospitality began 
after 15 years as a commissioned 

officer in the Singapore Armed Forces, 
after which he joined The Ritz-Carlton 
in Dubai and Doha. This was followed 
by management roles at Naumi 
Hospitality, Millennium Hotels and 
Resorts and the Grand Copthorne 
Waterfront Hotel in his native 
Singapore, as well as being on the 
pre-launch teams for properties 
including M Social in Singapore and 
Suzhou and The Ritz-Carlton in Sanya 
and Hong Kong.  

“It is a true honour to be working for 

such a ground-breaking industry 
pioneer – Soneva Fushi continues to 
innovate and raise the bar 27 years 
after it welcomed its very first guests 
back in 1995,” says Pjey Mayandi. “As 
Guardian of the Experience, I draw my 
inspiration from our remarkable Hosts, 
who come from so many backgrounds 
and have such passion and 
commitment for the work we do.” In 
his spare time, Pjey is a keen marathon 
runner, road cyclist and golfer, and 
winds down by reading about inspiring 
leaders.  

Eddie Teh makes the move to Soneva 
Jani from Soneva Fushi, where he was 
Guardian of the Experience from May 
2021. A veteran hotelier, he has worked 
across South East Asia and Australia, 
with leadership roles with the Orient 
Express, La Residence Phou Vao in 
Laos and the Belmond group in 
Myanmar. While at Belmond, he helped 
establish the Belmond Free Clinic, 
named the Best CSR Programme for 
Belmond worldwide.  

“I am delighted to join Soneva Jani and 

am looking forward to bringing my own 
experience to this iconic destination 
and working alongside such a strong 
team of Hosts,” says Eddie Teh. “Ever 
since I first encountered the Soneva 
brand back in 2017, I’ve been inspired 
by its unwavering commitment to 
responsible, sustainable travel and 
creating unforgettable rare 
experiences for our guests.”  

Eddie is fluent in English, Bahasa, 
Hokkien, basic Mandarin and French. In 
his spare time, he loves art and design, 
learning about new cultures, rugby, 
reading and music. “Both Pjey, Eddie 
and Manjit are seasoned Soneva Hosts 
who embody our ‘Slow Life’ ethos and 
truly represent our focus on a beyond 
bespoke guest experience,” says Sonu 
Shivdasani, Co-founder and CEO of 
Soneva. “As our Maldives resorts 
continue to evolve, I have every 
confidence that Soneva Fushi and 
Soneva Jani will thrive under their 
guardianship and wish them a 
heartfelt congratulations in their new 
roles.” 

Dusit Thani Maldives Welcomes New Director of Sales 
and Marketing
Dusit Thani Maldives in Baa Atoll has 
appointed seasoned marketing 
professional Ms. Audra Rohini Arul as 
its new Director of Sales and 
Marketing.   

Ms. Arul brings to the role more than 
20 years of experience in the high-end 
hospitality space, working for leading 
brands in Asia and beyond.   

During her career, she has served as 
Director of Sales and Marketing for 
Starwood Hotels and Resorts in Bali, 
China, Vietnam, and Thailand, and 
later dusitD2 in Phuket. She also 
worked with Banyan Tree Hotels and 
Resorts in an Area Director Sales and 
Marketing role in Vietnam and 
Morocco. 

Until September 2020, she was Cluster 
Director of Sales and Destination 
Marketing at Crossroads, the only 
Integrated Resort in the Maldives. Most 
recently, she worked at Le Meridien in 
Jakarta, Indonesia, where she 

revamped the marketing channels to 
reflect new messaging for the 
reopening of the property and worked 
closely with KOLs to promote room 
packages and events.   

Originally from Malaysia, Ms Arul 
graduated with a Chartered Institute of 
Marketing (CIM) degree from the 
Oxford Business School in England, 
before going on to the Centre 
International de Glion, Switzerland.   

Returning to the Maldives, Audra will 
apply her positive attitude and 
assertive leadership style to take 
charge of creating new sales and 
marketing strategies for Dusit Thani 
Maldives to drive revenue. 
Speaking about the appointment, the 
resort’s General Manager, Thomas 
Weber, said, “We are delighted to 
welcome Audra to the team, and we 
are excited to see how she applies her 
considerable skills to opening new 
market segments to our signature 
hospitality and luxury experiences.”  
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Renowned Brand Bulgari to Establish a Resort Property in 
the Maldives

Bulgari Hotels & Resorts has announced plans for 
Bulgari Resort Ranfushi, to open in 2025. The Resort 
will be the 13th gem in the collection. 

Bulgari Resort Ranfushi will be set on Raa Atoll in 
the Maldives archipelago and comprise 20 hectares 
of pristine natural beauty. 

As all Bulgari Hotels & Resorts properties, the 

NEW OPENINGS

Italian architectural firm ACPV ARCHITECTS Antonio 
Citterio Patricia Viel will lead the design of the 
Resort, which will adhere to the strictest 
sustainability standards in every area. 

Surrounded by crystal clear waters and lush 
gardens, it comprises 54 keys including an exclusive 
Bulgari Villa on its own island, 33 beach villas with 
individual swimming pools and 20 overwater villas. 

The Resort will be home to four signature Bulgari 
culinary experiences: Il Ristorante - Niko Romito, 
the Chinese fine dining restaurant Bao Li Xuan, 
Japanese concept Hōseki and the relaxed La 
Spiaggia. It will also feature iconic Bulgari Hotels & 
Resorts destinations including The Bulgari Bar, The 
Bulgari Spa, Bulgari boutique and La Galleria. 
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EVENTS & AWARDS

Unveiling of South Asian Travel Awards (SATA) 2022 
Partners

Partners of the highly acclaimed South Asian Travel 
Awards (SATA) 2022 have been unveiled at a special 
ceremony held on July 21 at Maagiri Hotel, Malé, 
Maldives. 

The Platinum Partner of SATA 2022 was revealed to 
be the leading boat manufacturer, Al Shaali Marine 
Maldives. The company is a joint venture between Al 
Shaali Marine Dubai and Coastline Investments Pvt 
Ltd, established in 2006. In the past couple of years 
Al Shaali Marine Maldives has built many fiberglass 
dhoni and speedboats, and have achieved targets 
against competitive boat builders in Maldives and 
continues to introduce new products to Maldives 
market. 

Gold Partners included The Hawks Pvt Ltd and 
Velana International Airport (VIA). The Hawks is one 
of the leading importers and distributors of 
high-quality fuel products in the Maldives with more 
than 12 years of experience in the area of fuel 
supply. This will be the sixth consecutive year for 
The Hawks to have participated as a partner. As a 
consistent supporter of the event, VIA has also been 
present in the previous editions, extending its full 
support providing well-needed exposure. 

Partners were signed by President of SATA, 
Mr. Ismail Hameed: 
1.  Platinum Partner – Al Shaali Marine Maldives  
2.  Gold Partner – Velana International Airport  
3.  Gold Partner – The Hawks Pvt Ltd  
4.  Destination Partner - Maldives, supported by 

Maldives Marketing & Public Relations 
Corporation (MMPRC)  

5.   Official Host – Adaaran Resorts  
6.   Digital Partner – Ooredoo Maldives 
7.   Insurance Partner – Allied Insurance Company of 

the Maldives  
8.   Beverage Partner – Coca Cola  
9.   Hospitality Partners: - Maagiri Hotel, Male’, 

Maldives  
10. Supporting Partners: - Business Center 

Corporation (BCC) - Print lab - Official Events
11. Media Partners: 
     Online Media: AVAS, Mihaaru, One Online, 

Dhauru and Adhadhu 
     Travel Media: The islandchief, Maldives Insider, 

Coral Glass and IMTM 

Organizations and individuals from the Travel, 
Tourism and Hospitality industry from all over the 
South Asian region look forward to the South Asian 

Travel Awards, where thousands of stakeholders 
attend the glamorous three-day retreat and learn 
who will receive the highest honors in the region. 
SATA is the only tourism and hospitality recognition 
brand in the region. 

Over the years, it has been endorsed by over a 
dozen regional and international organizations for 
its accredited work to revive and uphold the tourism 
and hospitality in South Asia. Today, SATA sees top 
brands in the region compete for the prestigious 
award. 

With participants from six destinations (India, Sri 
Lanka, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal and the 
Maldives), SATA has grown immensely over the past 
years. In January 2022, SATA opened the 
nominations with over 52 categories for properties 
and brands to compete, in addition to Visitors 
Choice Awards and Special Recognition Awards. SATA 
2022 Business Conversation night and Gala will be 
held on 29th and 30th of September at Adaaran 
Select HudhuranFushi.
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Maldives Wins 'Best Island in Asia' Accolade at Travel + 
Leisure 2022 World’s Best Awards
The Maldives has won the “Best Island in Asia” 
accolade at Travel + Leisure 2022 World’s Best 
Awards. Maldives won the award at a ceremony held 
at Dante Seaport, New York City, USA, on 20th July 
2022. The award was accepted on behalf of the 
Maldives by the Ambassador to the United States of 
America; Permanent Representative to the United 
Nations, Her Excellency Thilmeeza Hussein.

The Travel + Leisure Global Vision Awards aim to 
identify and honour companies, individuals, 
destinations, and organisations taking strides to 
develop more sustainable and responsible travel 
products, practices, and experiences.

Speaking about this tremendous win, Chief 
Executive Officer and Managing Director of Maldives 
Marketing and Public Relations Corporation (MMPRC 
/ Visit Maldives), Thoyyib Mohamed said that it is 
always a proud moment for the whole destination to 
win such accolades in the international arena.

“Every award we win is an achievement for the 
whole nation, it is the result of the hard work, 
dedication and the commitment of the government، 
state agencies, tourism sector stakeholders, local 
and international partners, and tourism sector 
stakeholders. The work to promote the destination 
and to welcome many visitors to the country needs 
continuous and collective effort. We will always face 

challenges, and as a destination, we will continue to 
find ways to stay ahead of our competition, ensuring 
all the while that we offer the best of the best to 
everyone who visits the Maldives.”

So far this year the destination has won 4 notable 
awards, including Most Preferred Tourist Destination 
2021 and Best Marketing Initiative of the year for the 
“Redefining MICE” campaign at Global MICE Congress 

Maldives Advocates for Ocean Protection Action at the 
United Nation Oceans Conference

The Maldives cemented its role as a 
global leader in ocean protection and 
stewardship by sharing nationwide 
successes from the Noo Raajje 
program at the 2022 United Nations 
Ocean Conference in Lisbon, Portugal. 
A delegation from the Maldives, led 
by Maldives Minister of Environment, 

Climate Change, and Technology 
Aminath Shauna, attended the 
conference to encourage other 
leaders to take action for the ocean 
and reaffirm the nation’s commitment 
to marine protection.

Minister Aminath Shauna emphasized 

EVENTS & AWARDS

& Awards 2022, Best Stand Design and Decoration at 
OTM, Mumbai and Best Stand Feature at WTM Africa 
2022. Furthermore, individual resorts and tourism 
properties have won several awards on different 
platforms throughout the year. The Maldives won 
over 18 awards and accolades in 2021, including the 
World’s Leading Destination title at World Travel 
Awards, for the second consecutive year. 

the Maldives’ commitment to the 
ocean while addressing leaders from 
around the globe at the conference, 
“We support the global initiative to 
protect 30 percent of the world’s 
oceans and are working to protect at 
least 20 percent of our economic 
zone. Yet, no matter how ambitious 
our actions are, we cannot do it 
alone. We need sustainable fisheries 
to be the norm, not the outlier. We 
need development that incorporates 
ocean protection and climate 
resilience.”

The Minister also recognized that 
protection extends beyond just 
environmental conservation and 
acknowledged the Noo Raajje 
program’s efforts to plan for the 
future of the ocean, “We hope to 
protect at least 20% and are 
developing a Marine Spatial Plan with 
scientific knowledge. Protection is not 
just about environmental protection, 
it is the way we shape our economic 

future in a sustainable manner. It's 
how we create jobs and income for our 
people.”

This reaffirms President Ibrahim 
Solih’s commitment to protecting at 
least 20% of the ocean at the United 
Nations General Assembly in 2019. This 
declaration acted as the basis for the 
Noo Raajje program, a partnership 
between the Government of the 
Maldives and the Blue Prosperity 
Coalition to build a brighter future for 
all Maldivians through sustainable 
fisheries practices, Blue Economy 
development, marine spatial planning 
and ocean protection, to achieve 
sustainable ocean management.

Noo Raajje is a partnership between 
the Government of the Maldives and 
the Blue Prosperity Coalition to 
protect the ocean and its resources in 
order to build a bright future for 
communities, the economy, and the 
environment.  



EVENTS & AWARDS

MATI Hosts 50 Years of Tourism Awards
The Maldives Association of Tourism 
Industry (MATI) held the "50 Years of 
Tourism Awards by MATI"
ceremony this evening at Kurumba 
Maldives. This event is a highlight of 
the celebrations of the Golden Jubilee 
of Tourism in Maldives planned by 
MATI.

The event intended to honor 
organizations and individuals that 
have exceptionally contributed to the 
Tourism Industry of Maldives over 
these past 50 years. The chief guest 
for this event was His Excellency 
President Ibrahim Mohamed Solih.

A total of 57 awards were given which 
included 4 awards given to the 
Pioneers of Maldives tourism and 2 
awards given to previous presidents in 
recognition of their contribution to 
the tourism industry of Maldives. The 
winners were selected by a committee 
of industry experts and veterans that 
comprehensively vetted and evaluated 
all nominations received.

The Chairman of MATI, Mr. Mohamed 
Umar Maniku initiated the awards 
ceremony by delivering the welcome 
address, followed by remarks by His 
Excellency President Ibrahim Mohamed 
Solih. The closing remarks were given 
by the Vice Chairman of MATI, Mr. 
Hussain Afeef. The event concluded 
with a networking event and dinner.

In light of this year being the Golden 
Jubilee of Tourism, MATI has organized 
different activities which includes The 
Chevening / Maldives Association of 
Tourism Industry (MATI) Scholarships 
partnership, release of 2 coffee table 
books titled - “Maldivian Resort 
Architecture - 50 years of island 
resorts” authored by Mr. Mauroof 
Jameel and “50 years of Tourism in 
Maldives - the Pioneers, People and 
Policies that shaped the Industry” 
authored by Dr. Simad Saeed and a 
partnership with Parley Maldives 
tackling plastic pollution and 
promoting environmental 
conservation.
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IN THE NEWS

AIA Strengthens Partnership with Aviation Operation 
Company, Centrik
Addu International Airport Pvt Ltd (AIA) welcomed 
Andy Wilkinson, Head of Aerospace and 
Engineering, Centrik to GAN International Airport in 
July . Andy has been the point of contact between 
AIA and Centrik since the beginning of their 
partnership and visited Gan to congratulate AIA on 
becoming the first airport operator in the Maldives 
to fully implement the Centrik Operational Risk 
Management System. 

Implemented with the assistance of Viscount 
Consulting over the last 2 years, Centrik has been 
monitoring the risk levels of AIA’s total operation 
so that management can target those areas 
needing improvement. Now, with nearly 2 years of 
data stored, AIA can move from the traditional 
reactive (after the event) risk management to 
proactive trend monitoring and prior event 
mitigation. 

AIA’s full use of Centrik will give its management, 
staff, suppliers and customers confidence that the 
airport operates to international standards at the 
lowest level of risk possible to all involved. Part of 
TrustFlight, Centrik provides complete SMS and 

Masjid Rasheed Mosque Built by RCC Opens in Hulhumalé

The newly built Masjid Rasheed Mosque has been 
officially opened for the public. The opening 

ceremony of Masjid Rasheed Mosque was held on 
July 2, 2022 in Hulhumalé at the Mosque site.  

President Ibrahim Mohamed Solih attended the 
event as the Chief Guest and officially inaugurated 
the establishment together with Vice President 
Faisal Naseem, Chairman of RCC Colonel (Rtd.) 
Mohamed Nazim, Minister of Islamic Affairs Dr 
Ahmed Zahir, Parliament members and government 
company officials. 

Masjid Rasheed Mosque located in phase I of 
Hulhumalé, is built to a contemporary design, able 
to accommodate 1,200 people and includes a wing 
for women. The foundation of the Mosque was laid 
on June 16, 2020. Rasheed Carpentry and 
Construction Pvt Ltd (RCC) built the new mosque as 
part of its corporate social responsibility in memory 
of late Abdul Rasheed. “Building of a Mosque was a 
big wish of Late Abdul Rasheed,” said Nazim. The 
mosque is powered by solar energy and it has the 
capacity to power nearby residences as well, 
informed Nazim. 

At the ceremony, the Managing Director of RCC 
presented the President with a replica of the 
mosque. The event concluded with the President, 
accompanied by Vice President Faisal Naseem, and 
other attendees joining the Isha prayer 
congregation.  

Situated on the road behind Amin Avenue, Al Masjid 
Rasheed is currently one of the biggest Mosques in 
Hulhumalé. RCC has also developed a parking zone 
near the Mosque for the convenience of those 
attending the prayer.  

operational management support to more than 
80,000 global users in the aviation, UAS, military, 
maritime and sectors. Centrik removes costly, 
outdated paper-based processes and procedures, 
increasing efficiency, improving safety and ensuring 
complete compliance across some of the most highly 
regulated and safety critical industries in the world. 

Thanking AIA for a wonderful day at GIA Andy said 
“it has been such a pleasure working with AIA and 
seeing Centrik become fully integrated in the Airport, 
helping them to achieve enhanced operational 
efficiency”. 
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Maldives Half 
Marathon 
Announced to be 
Held in September

Move Maldives is bringing you a whole new 
international race with a brighter, sunnier and 
tropical climate than ever - Maldives Half Marathon 
to be held on 9-10 September 2022 in Hulhumalé, 
Maldives. 

This race will bring together thousands of runners 
across the world in ten race categories. A half 
marathon, 15KM, 10KM and a 5K Fun Run. In 
addition to this there will be a children’s festival 
around the beautifully planned city of Hulhumale. 
This race will bring you the first ever International 
15KM run. The First Inline Skating Race and the first 
Wheelchair Race; making this event one of the 

Allied Insurance Staff Takes Part in Making the Picnic 
Island, Kuda Giri Greener
Allied Insurance of Maldives has carried out a Tree 
Planting Event at the newly developed picnic island, 
Kuda Giri. Over 60 employees participated in the 
event that was held under Allied’s ‘Green for Good’ 
initiative.  

The Allied company thanked the Government and 
Maldives Transport and Contracting Company Plc 
(MTCC) for allowing them to participate in making 
the island greener prior to its opening on 
Independence Day. Allied also expressed gratitude 
and appreciated the efforts of their employees in 
showing a good example for others by standing up 
to care for the environment through these 
initiatives.  

Along with further such activities, Allied aims to 
extend support to the Maldivian community with 
responsible actions put together and promoted for 
the good of the environment and the people.  

As a small nation located on the equator, Maldives 
faces various environmental issues and is most 
vulnerable in regards to the resulting impacts from 

changes to the environment. Therefore, Allied 
always prioritizes conducting activities in the most 
eco-friendly way. In 2019, Allied introduced the 

‘Green for Good’ pledges to promote and encourage 
use of less paper while utilizing digital platforms 
and more eco-items in the work environment.  

biggest sports tourism events in the Maldives. 
 
Join the crowd! 
 
10 Race Categories: 
- Friday, 9th September 2022 4pm - 7pm- Half   
 Marathon - 21.0975KM, Fifteen K & Tough Ten 

- Saturday, 10th September 2022 4pm - 7pm - Inline  
 Skating, WheelChair Race, 5K Fun Run, KidsMile  
 3.2KM, KidsMile 1.6KM & KidsMile 800m  

Prize Money is a total of USD 10,000 for Half 
Marathon, Fifteen K and Tough Ten Races.  

Cash prizes will be given to top male and female 
winners of 3 races and 5 age group categories, which 
are school categories - under 15, 15 - 19 years, 
20 - 29 years, 30 - 39 years & masters - Over 40.
  
“After Covid, we are happy to welcome back a mass 
event of this scale to Hulhumalé. We at HDC remain 
committed to supporting events that are focused on 
wellness and health. We eagerly await international 
athletes that will be participating in the Maldives 
Half Marathon,” said Ahmed Athif, Deputy MD of 
HDC. 
 
“We are so excited to launch our first major event, 
Maldives Half Marathon 2022. We are confident 
Hulhumalé, Maldives is ready to welcome thousands 
of runners who will be running for glory and 
euphoria. As we recover from the pandemic, we see 
a huge potential for international runners to travel 
to Maldives and run the race of their dreams! Come 
and join the crowd at Maldives Half Marathon on 
September 9th - 10th in Hulhumalé,” said Hussain 
Shujau, Race Director of Maldives Half Marathon. 
 
Registration will open on irunnersevents.com in late 
July.  
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Courtesy
Maha Naseer
Creative Culinary Director at Oaga Art Resort

Ube (Purple sweet potato) 
Cheesecake

This beautiful cheesecake is flavored with ube (a purple yam) cooked in water with Pandan leaves and 
dash of sugar. This luxurious cheesecake is on a bed of crunchy ginger cookie crust then topped with silky 
ube paste.

Executive Chef, Entrepreneur, Instructor, Freelance F&B Consultant and Pastry Designer, Seasonal Guest 
Chef, Worldchefs approved rookie Judge in Pastry. Secretary General of Chefs Guild of Maldives, with an 
upbeat and positive attitude, passionate about food since a very young age, updating, curating and 
elevating local cuisines and the love for offering quality products reflecting my most recent travels.

Maha is highly efficient and motivated with a sharp eye for attention to details. My aim is to offer a 
conceptualization development and exclusively designed program that meets the desires of the owners’ 
goals, targets, values, revenue and costs.

INGRIDENTS:
Base

100g of butter
200g of Marie biscuits
2g fresh ginger
5g sugar

Cheesecake Mix
600g of Cream cheese
100g of icing sugar
1 tsp vanilla essence
300ml of double cream

Ube Sauce
250g of milk
250g of double cream
150g of sugar
6 egg yolk
100g of homemade ube paste (skinned, 
cooked & strained ube, make a thick paste)
5g of powdered gelatine

METHOD:
Base & Cheesecake Mix
1. Begin by lining 6cm metal rings with sheets of 

acetate that are 6cm in height. 
2. Blend all ingredients for the base together to 

create the base, then push the base into the 
bottom of each ring, approx 5mm high. 

3. Place in the fridge to set. 
4. In a bowl, beat together the soft cheese, icing 

sugar and vanilla essence. 
5. In a separate bowl, whisk the double cream 

into soft peaks, then fold this through the soft 
cheese mixture. 

6. Spoon this into each mold, leaving 2cm space 
at the top of the acetate for the ube sauce. 

7. Place in the fridge to set for 2 hours.

Ube Sauce: 
1.  Mix the milk and cream to boil with 50g of the 

sugar. 
2.  Meanwhile, whisk the remaining sugar together 

with the yolks until thick and pale. 
3. Once the milk mixture reaches the boil, remove 

from the heat and slowly whisk into the whisked 
yolks. 

4.  Transfer back to the pan and place over the heat, 
stirring until it reaches 70°C, then whisk 

     in the ube paste and remove from the heat. 
5.  Measure out 200ml of the sauce into a 
     bowl and reserve the rest in the fridge. 
6.  Whisk the powdered gelatine into the 200ml of 

sauce and leave to cool to room temperature. 
7. Once at room temperature, pour the sauce onto 

each cheesecake to create a 5mm-thick topping. 
8.   Place in the fridge to set fully for at least 2 hours. 
9.   When ready to serve, carefully pour the 

remaining sauce into each mould until it reaches 
the top of the acetate. 

10. Decorate with the white chocolate balls.
11. Very gently remove the metal rings, leaving the 

acetate in place. 
12. Bring the cheesecakes to the table, then quickly 

peel off the acetate in front of your guests to 
create a 'tsunami' of sauce, which will pool 
around the base of the cheesecakes.
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Frankly Speaking
WHO has recently declared a global health emergency for Monkeypox as several cases have been identified from across the world in regions 
outside of West and Central Africa, where it had initially emerged from. In the face of Monkeypox outbreak in our top markets including India, 
how do you think this will affect the Maldives tourism industry and in tourist arrivals to the Maldives?

Abdul Latheef
President 
SME & Entrepreneurs Federation of Maldives (SEFM)

Monkeypox occurred in colonies of monkeys, kept for research. African rodents and 
non-human primates (like monkeys) harbor the virus and infect people. And 
occurrence of cases with no direct travel to those infected areas is unusual. Flying 
to Maldives is safe as we do not have positive cases and Maldives have fish and 
don’t have such rodents or wild animals.  CDC (Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention) also said in its guidance that there are no known cases of monkeypox 
in people seated around them on long international flights.

For prevention of Monkeypox, it is recommended not to touch or eat products that 
come from wild animals. It is also recommended to avoid intimate moments and 
body fluids with strangers and infected person. Maldives does not sell them hence 
that shouldn’t be a reason for our arrivals to go down. Perhaps if global numbers 
keep increasing HPA should ask traveler to board with a Negative Monkeypox 
certificate to Maldives.
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Ahmed Ibrahim
Executive Board Member 
National Boating Association of Maldives

Suppose the outbreak is severe and becomes a pandemic. In 
that case, the adverse effects on global travel and tourism 
industry will be too bad as it is on the verge of recovery from 
the recent set back. And the Maldives is no exception. Hence, 
we should have a primary screening of all passengers arriving 
from infected areas.

Ibrahim Nizam
CEO 
The Grand Holidays & The Grand Associates

From the news I have read, Monkeypox is transmitted via 
sexual contact. So far, no impact on tourism, this off-season 
is one of the best with more than 80% occupancy.

Abdulla Nasheed
President 
National Hotels & Guesthouse Association of Maldives

At this stage it is far too early to say. But my guess is, not much will change. After 
the past two years of extreme curtailment of movement, I doubt any nation is in 
the mood to go back to that. Monkeypox is a far less communicable disease and   
the cure seem to be there. I think countries may ask for travel history and do 
symptoms checks, but we will not go back to the extremes we have seen in the past 
two years. Maldives just needs to be watchful, not have a knee jerk reaction and 
ensure protocols are sensible. People coming from high-risk source regions of the 
virus can have an extra layer of certification or even testing. But not much more 
can be done.

Rajeev Kohli 
Joint Managing Director
Creative Travel, India

Maldives is not in the sex tourism industry, especially same 
sex... I do not foresee much impact that may change if 
nations panic again. 






