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Dear Readers,

What a long twelve months it's been. As The Year of No Hugs draws to a close, the vaccines are rolling out to take root in our 
friends, family, colleagues and neighbours. At the time of going to press, more than 541 million doses have been administered 
globally, and in the Maldives, over two hundred and sixty thousand people have been vaccinated against the deadly virus. 
COVID-19 turned out to be the perfect storm for digital adoption, giving rise to the digital economy. Now, the question is 
whether it is time to take the foot off the pedal. It is estimated that the pandemic has brought about seven years of change in 
the way companies in all verticals do business in a short span of time. In other words. enterprises will have no option but to 
move forward with their digital transformation initiatives to do business in a changing world. No one can afford to go back to 
their pre-COVID, old and established business operating models to survive in a contracting economy where time to market and 
user experience will be key deciding factors.

On the bright side, The Year of Reunification is currently taking place, fittingly, amid a beautiful spring elsewhere, whilst it’s 
always the Sunny Side here in the Maldives, where we all collectively flee the confines of our own four walls and flock out to 
the beach or the ocean. Picture this: you’re sitting on the terrace of your private villa at sunset and a manta ray suddenly swims 
by; or you’re having a morning snorkel in the Indian Ocean, when you’re greeted by a colourful and curious turtle. (Psst: If 
island hopping across the Maldives happens to be on your bucket list, be sure to check out ‘In a Nutshell’, from page 18 to 22, 
to read about what some of the resorts in the Maldives are up to).

In this issue, we had an enlightening conversation with Angie Tai, Director of Spa at Waldorf Astoria Maldives Ithaafushi, on 
how the resort's Spa helps its guests discover the equilibrium in mind, body and soul, and what’s most important when it 
comes to running a world-class, award-winning spa.

As the month of Ramadan draws near, this month’s Bon Appétit column features a very special recipe of a tender, rich 
Mediterranean Braised Lamb, generously contributed by Chef De Cuisine at LUX* South Ari Atoll, Enver Can Gumus. To all our 
readers who wish to give their culinary skills a whirl, this dish is sure to bring a ton of excitement to the Iftar table.

Wishing you opportunities this April to advance a cause that's important to you. A Ramadan Mubarak to all our Muslim 
readers, and with Earth Day taking place on April 22, we wish you all a Happy Earth Day as well. 

Until next month,
The islandchief Team
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ACROSS THE SKIES

Maldivian Commences Mumbai – Maafaru Operations This Month
National airline of the Maldives, Maldivian, is preparing to commence three weekly direct flight 
operations between Maafaru Airport in Noonu Atoll and Mumbai Airport (BOM) on April 13, 2021.

During a press conference held on March 14, 2021, 
Managing Director of Maldivian, Mohamed Mihad stated 
that “the new direct service will give rise to a lucrative 
market for the resorts and guesthouses around the 
region.”

The region of Noonu Atoll, where Maafaru Airport is 
located, hosts of some of the finest resort properties in 
the Maldives such as; Velaa Private Island, Cheval Blanc 

Biman Bangladesh Airlines Plans to Commence Direct 
Flights from Bangladesh to Maldives
The national airline of Bangladesh, Biman 
Bangladesh Airlines, popularly known as 
Biman, is set to commence scheduled flights 
between Bangladesh and the Maldives. 

The decision was revealed during bilateral talks which 
took place between H. E. President Ibrahim Mohamed 
Solih and the Prime Minister of Bangladesh Sheikh 
Hasina during the President’s state visit to 
Bangladesh. Following the bilateral talks, the 
announcement was made during a joint press 
conference held with the Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
Bangladesh H.E. Dr. A.K. Abdul Momen, and the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Maldives H.E. Abdulla 
Shahid at Hotel Intercontinental in Dhaka.

Biman Bangladesh Airlines announced that they plan 
to start the scheduled flights by the end of this year.

Randheli, Sun Siyam Iru Fushi, Siyam World, Robinson 
Club, Noku Maldives, Movenpick Kuredhivaru and many 
boutique hotels and guesthouses dotted around the 
beautiful, laid-back local islands.

In line with the commencement of flights, Bird Travels, 
the airline management service arm of Bird Group, was 
appointed as Maldivian’s General Sales Agent (GSA) in 
Mumbai. Working to expand its network in India, 

Maldivian expects to build up a firm sales team and 
extend support to the Indian market through this new 
appointment.  Speaking on the importance of 
connecting with the Indian market, Deputy Managing 
Director of Maldivian, Aishath Jennifer said, “Maldives is 
the top destination in the South Asian region and a 
main leisure market for Indian travellers; and this 
relationship with Bird is a vital one for us, and one we 
believe will flourish.” 

As one of the fastest growing travel management 
companies in India with over 47 years of experience, 
Bird Group represents 28 international airlines in India. 
Today, Bird Group's core business includes Travel 
Technology, Aviation Services, Hospitality, Retail and 
Education.

Maldivian, the national airline of the country and the 
leading domestic carrier in the Maldives. Maldivian 
currently operates to India, Bangladesh, Thailand and 
China from its main hub at Velana International Airport. 
The nation’s carrier today operates daily frequent flights 
to 16 airports within the country and offers competitive 
air transfers to all resorts in the Maldives.

Biman Bangladesh Airlines, is the national flag carrier 
airline of Bangladesh. Its main hub is at Shahjalal 
International Airport in Dhaka and it also operates 
flights from its secondary hubs Shah Amanat 
International Airport in Chittagong and Osmani 
International Airport in Sylhet. Biman operated its 
first domestic flight on March 7, 1972 from Dhaka to 
Chattogram. Interestingly, before starting domestic 

operation, Biman operated its first international 
flight in London- Dhaka sector on March 4, 1972 with a 
chartered aircraft from British Caledonian. The airline 
provides international passenger and cargo services 
to Asia and Europe, as well as major domestic routes 
inside Bangladesh. It has air service agreements with 
42 countries and currently flies to 16 different 
countries.

Mares Shop Maldives +960 7346446,  SSI Service Center Maldives +960 794 0774   sales@waterproofsport.org, maldives@divessi.com
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ACROSS THE SKIES

Emirates Ramps Up Flights to Maldives and Seychelles 
Ahead of Easter Break
Commencing March 28, the airline offers 
customers 28 weekly flights to Malé in the 
Maldives and seven weekly flights to Mahe in 
the Seychelles. 

The airline informs that the added services will meet 
market demands and offer customers greater 
flexibility, choice and connectivity while planning 
their travels this Easter holiday. 

Emirates previously offered customers 24 weekly 
flights to the Maldives, utilising a Boeing 777-300ER 
aircraft. From March 28 to April 18, the airline has 
ramped up its services to 28 flights a week – offering 
customers enhanced connectivity to the Maldives, via 
Dubai. All travellers to the Maldives, excluding 
Maldivian citizens, must present a negative COVID-19 
PCR test result, conducted within 96 hours prior to 
departure. Travellers are also requested to complete 
the online Immigration and Health self-declaration 
form within 24 hours prior to arrival. 

From March 28 to October 30, 2021, Emirates’ flights 
from Dubai to Mahe in Seychelles, has increased from 
five flights a week to seven flights a week, utilising a 
Boeing 777-300ER aircraft. The announcement came as 
the island-nation of Seychelles re-opened its borders 
for international travellers with no vaccination or 

quarantine requirements, starting March 25. However, 
all travellers will still be required to present a negative 
PCR test taken 72 hours prior to departure.

Tickets can be booked on www.emirates.com, from 
Emirates’ sales offices, or via travel agents. Customers 
who purchase an Emirates ticket for travel on or before 
September 30, 2021, can enjoy generous rebooking 
terms and options, if they have to change their travel 
plans. Customers have options to change their travel 
dates or extend their ticket validity for 2 years. 

Singapore Airlines is back with its scheduled 
operations to the Sunny Side of Life and according 
to Maldives Airports Company Limited (MACL), 
Singapore Airlines will carry out three weekly flights 
to VIA from Singapore Changi International Airport 
on Fridays, Saturdays and Tuesdays.

The regional wing of Singapore Airlines, SilkAir 
resumed operations with two weekly flights to the 
Maldives ahead of Singapore Airlines in December 
2020. Prior to the pandemic, Singapore Airlines 
conducted 7 weekly flights to Maldives. 

The SIA Group continues to grow its passenger 
capacity and resume selected services in a safe and 
calibrated manner. It is expected that the group’s 
passenger capacity (including both SilkAir and 
Singapore Airlines) will reach approximately 26% of 
its pre-COVID-19 levels by the end of May 2021. 

Singapore Airlines (SIA) is the flag carrier of 
Singapore. With one of the youngest fleets in the 
world, SIA's network spans five continents. 
Singapore Airlines was the launch customer for the 
Airbus A380 – the world's largest passenger aircraft 
– as well as the Boeing 787-10 and the 
ultra-long-range version of the Airbus A350-900. 

The airline ranks amongst the top 15 carriers 
worldwide in terms of revenue passenger 
kilometres, and tenth in the world for international 
passengers carried. Singapore Airlines was voted as 
the Skytrax World's Best Airline Cabin Crew 2019. The 
airline also won the second and fourth positions as 
the World's Best Airlines and World's Cleanest 
Airlines respectively for 2019.

Singapore Airlines Recommences Three Weekly Flights 
to Maldives
The airline operated its first passenger flight to Velana International Airport, the Maldives’ main gateway, on March 30, 2021, since 
Maldivian borders closed in March 2020, and reopened on July 15, 2020. 

Emirates has safely restarted operations to more 
than 90 destinations within its global network. The 
airline’s modern hub, Dubai, remains one of the 
world’s most popular holiday and stopover 
destinations. The airline has implemented a 
comprehensive set of measures at every step of the 
customer journey to ensure the safety of its 
customers and employees. For more information on 
these measures and the services available on each 
flight, visit: www.emirates.com/yoursafety
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SILHOUETTE

International Chartered Flights
( as of 24th March 2021 )

International Scheduled Flights
( as of 24th March 2021 )

Air Astana

Azur Air Ukraine

Gullivair

Scat Airlines

Ukraine International

Uzbekistan Airways

Vistara

Total

No. of 
Passengers

No. of 
MovementsOperator

6,430 62

4,197 28

3,326 22

2,405 20

2,171 16

1,453 18

232 6

20,214 172

Emirates

Qatar Airways

Indigo

Go Air

Aeroflot

Turkish Airlines

Flydubai

Lufthansa

No. of 
Passengers

No. of 
MovementsOperator

52,706 588

38,207 480

35,743 560

33,065 540

30,558 168

12,425 98

10,054 196

6,944 64

Maldivian

Azur Air Russia

Austrian Airlines

Edelweiss

Condor

Etihad Airways

Srilankan Airlines

British Airways

6,747 192

6,356 24

5,303 48

5,143 54

4,907 48

3,990 126

2,093 264

1,877 66

Air India

Silk Air

Lot Polish Airlines

Air Seyschelles

Gulf Air

Air France

Others

Total

1,381 30

1,233 48

824 6

741 26

273 22

166 6

45 28

260,781 3,682

Source: Tourism Status Update 25 March 2021 by Ministry of Tourism
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MACL and EIFEC Sign MoU to Implement Health 
Emergency Risk Compliance Management System at VIA

In this bond, EIFEC will assist to design, prepare and 
implement the HER-CMS in epidemic context at VIA, 
which can be integrated with managed departments 
of MACL and its certification. A strategic process for 
implementing the HER-CMS includes, analyzing the 
situation of the company, set up of compliance 
management system and staff training.  

A series of staff trainings will be conducted by a 
team from the University of Turin jointly with 
trainers by the Maldives National University, thus 

A memorandum of understanding has been signed between the European Institute for Export Compliance (EIFEC) and Maldives Airports 
Company Limited (MACL) to implement the Health Emergency Risk Compliance Management System (HER-CMS) at Velana International 
Airport (VIA) in a ceremony held at MACL Corporate Office, on March 9, 2021.  

The Ministry of National Planning, Housing and Infrastructure (MNPHI) has contracted Maldives Transport and Contracting Company Plc 
(MTCC) for the design and build of an airport at Muli in Meemu Atoll. 

receiving the EIFEC accreditation as Compliance 
Officers which provides international recognition. 
The EIFEC Compliance Standards and certification 
have been endorsed by the Ministry of Tourism and 
the Health Protection Authority (HPA).  

Charles M. Giacoma, Director General, EIFEC, stated: 
“Velana International Airport of the Maldives, the 
main Gateway of the country, today laid the 
cornerstone in being the first airport in the country 
to be “vaccinated” with international compliance 

standards, joining the international network of 
compliance to combat the global COVID-19 
pandemic and striving towards sustaining the 
economy and livelihoods by measures in keeping 
the country safe.”

The certified HER-CMS would integrate all systems 
established at VIA to combat the global health 
emergency risk into one functional system to 
maximize its efficacy. Moreover, the Airport 
Certification would also provide further assurance 
to visitors that VIA is adhering to international 
standards and best practices, and is committed to 
providing a safe environment for them. 

Gordon Andrew Stewart, MD and CEO, MACL stated: 
“This is a significant and important investment for 
us. We believe that the EIFEC Health Emergency Risk 
Compliance Management System will not only 
further strengthen our work to eradicate the risk of 
COVID-19, it will provide us with a Management 
System that is sustainable and will equip us for any 
future such health emergencies. We are delighted to 
partner with the EIFEC and proud to be an early 
adopter.”

Implementing HER-CMS will directly benefit the 
whole chain of travel-related operations inbound, 
outbound and within the Maldives, with direct 
benefit to the industries of airlines, resorts, hotels, 
guest houses, restaurants, other facilities that serve 
the general public, and activities enjoyed by 
tourists.

MTCC Tasked with Development of M. Muli Airport

During a special ceremony held on 
February 28, 2020, CEO Adam Azim 
signed on behalf of MTCC and Director 
General Fathimath Shaana Farooq 
signed on behalf of the MNPHI.

The airport project work involves, 
reclamation operations of 14 hectares; 
coastal protection operations of 1,812 
metres; construction of a runway 
measuring 1,200 by 30 metres; taxiway 
and an apron. 

The project worth MVR 221.733 million 
is expected to be completed within 365 
days. 

The Minister of National Planning, 

Housing and Infrastructure, H. E. 
Mohamed Aslam, in the ceremony, 
stated that Meemu Atoll is one of the 
most isolated atolls in the entire 
nation in terms of transportation. The 
Minister further noted that the 
government policy is to develop an 
airport within a thirty-minute distance 
of all inhabited islands in the 
Maldives.

Currently, the Maldives has three 
international airports and 14 domestic 
airports scattered across the country.

IN THE NEWS
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Ooredoo Maldives Inaugurates a State-of-the-art World 
Class Tier-3 Ready Data Centre in the Maldives
On March 19, 2020, Ooredoo Maldives launched the first ever tier-3 ready Data Centre in the Maldives, providing unparalleled connectivity, 
storage, security and support systems for IT-based services and operations.

A recent blogpost article by Allied Insurance 
Company in the Maldives provides 
information and crucial knowledge to the 
Maldivian public on the importance of fire 
insurance.

The world-class, state-of-the-art, Ooredoo Maldives 
Data Centre (OMDC) located in Hulhumalé 
anticipates to bolster a quick and easy transition to 
new technologies supporting Maldivian and regional 
businesses from across the government, corporate 
and hospitality sector.  

Global data centre services at OMDC play a crucial 
role in powering the growing demand for cloud 
services across enterprises. OMDC offers a wide 
portfolio of services, large amounts of storage space, 

24/7 physical and network security, disaster 
management capabilities, superior power backup, 
high-end heating, ventilation and air conditioning 
systems. The facility also provides a rack space of 
medium and high density, with a capability of 
supporting offshore hosting requests which enable 
businesses outside the country to host their servers 
in the Maldives.

Ooredoo Maldives Data Centre Services provides: 
1. Data Centre Colocation
 • Full Rack or Shared Rack Space
 • Rated power & Cooling
 • Remote Hands Support 
2. Data Centre Managed Hosting
3. Dedicated Utility Hosting
4. Disaster Recovery & Backup
5. Managed Infrastructure Monitoring 

The infrastructure of the new data centre is designed 
to provide customers the safest possible 
environment with flood resistance of up to 7 meters 
along and state-of-the-art fire detection systems. 
The facility is housed with electrical diesel 
generators which can sustain an uninterrupted 

backup power that can operate for 14 days without 
human intervention. The centre features modern 
environmental monitoring and control systems, a 
Water Leakage Detection System and a 
round-the-clock digital and physical monitoring 
system assuring customers that their critical data 
and infrastructure is monitored and protected 24/7. 
OMDC also consists of a demo room to experience 
the wide range of products designed for enterprise 
customers, including Centribiz - a simplified 
managed telephony solution, CloudPBX, IPTV 
Solutions, Satellite Phone, VLD FleetOne Solution, 
5G AirFibre, Guesthouse Broadband, HCM HR 
Solution and more, prior to their subscription of the 
services.   

For more information on Ooredoo Maldives Data 
Centre:

Allied Insurance Informs Public on the Importance of 
Fire Insurance

As stated in their article, a fire insurance policy 
covers damages caused to a home or property, 
compensating for damages caused by certain 
incidents. Allied Insurance company’s Fire Insurance 
Policy includes cover for damages caused by such 
incidents or accidents. 

Although the name states ‘fire’ insurance, the 
company notes that the policy not only 
compensates for damages caused by a fire, but 
additionally covers damages caused by lightning or 
explosion, while also covering several other 
damages caused by strike or malicious damage.

According to the company, one of the greatest fears 
for landowners who depend on tenants would be 
damage to their building, leading to loss of rent. 
With the proper fire insurance policy, landowners 
can get covered for such events, and the company 
highlights the importance of adding “Loss of rent” 
and “Alternative accommodation” when choosing a 
fire insurance plan with Allied Insurance, which 
would not only enable them to provide the lost rent, 

but the company will also arrange temporary 
accommodations for tenants. 

The company further adds that a home owner’s 
insurance policy will not cover tenants’ valuable 
items, however, tenants can separately insure their 
belongings. According to Allied Insurance, insuring 
200,000 MVR worth of content only costs 200 MVR 
per year at today's insurance market in the 
Maldives, and the company believes that passing 
this information is absolutely necessary at this day. 

In their article, Allied Insurance states: “In a city 
such as Malé where there is a fire incident waiting 
to happen right around the corner, it is always 
smart to lookout for one’s self and each other. Stay 
safe and gather enough knowledge on how 
insurance can help protect you and everyone 
around you.” 

Insurance experts at Allied Insurance Company in 
the Maldives provide 24-hour services to address 
public concerns, and can be reached by simply 
dialing 1600. 

Scan the QR code to have a read of Allied Insurance 
Company in the Maldives’ blog post article, “Fire 
Insurance – Far More Important than One Might 
Think”:

SCAN

SCAN

IN THE NEWS
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South Asia’s most anticipated tourism and hospitality recognition award has extended its nomination deadline for the year 2021. Properties can now nominate online 
via www.southasiantravelawards.com until May 10, 2021. SATA is yet to announce the evaluation period and online voting time.  

Launched in 2016, SATA recognises the best of South Asia’s travel and hospitality industry. The prestigious annual event honours stellar organisations and individuals 
in a wide array of categories.  

SATA opened the nominations with over 52 categories for properties and brands to compete, in addition to Visitors Choice Awards and Special Recognition Awards.  

SATA has been endorsed by over 15 International and government agencies for its work to elevate tourism and hospitality in the region:
Association of Professionals in Tourism (APT),  
Association of Tourism Trade Organizations, India (ATTOI),  
Association of Travel Agents (ATA),  
Colombo Chamber of Commerce (CCC),  
Confederation of Accredited Tour Operators (CATO),  
Federation of Chambers of Commerce & Industry of Sri Lanka (FCCISL), 
Hotel and Restaurant Association of Bhutan (HRAB),  
Kerala Hotel General Manager Club (KHGMC),  
National Boating Association of Maldives (NBAM), 
Maldives Association of Travel Agents and Tour Operators (MATATO),  
Maldives Marketing & PR Corporation (MMPRC),  
Nepal Tourism Board (NTB),  
Sri Lanka Association of Inbound Tour Operators (SLAITO),  
The Hotels Association of Sri Lanka (THASL),  
Bangladesh International Hotel Association (BIHA),  
The Indian Association of Tour Operators (IATO).

The South Asian Travel Awards (SATA) has been recognizing the best of South Asia’s hospitality and travel industry since 2016. The prestigious annual event honours 
stellar organizations and individuals in a wide array of categories.  

SATA celebrates its 6th year in recognising the regions Travel, Tourism and Hospitality Industry. 

Despite all the challenges, SATA 2020 was successfully held virtually. The previous editions were held at Amari Galle, Sri Lanka (2019), Taj Mahal Palace, India (2018), 
Equator Village, Maldives (2017) and Mount Lavinia Hotel, Sri Lanka (2016).

South Asian Travel Awards Extends Nomination 
Deadline 2021



The Spa at the Waldorf Astoria Maldives Ithaafushi is renowned for its beauty, tranquil surroundings, and 
calls to guests with bespoke treatments and a Wellness Concierge service. The luxury brand, Waldorf Astoria 
Hotels & Resorts, opened the breath-taking Maldives property in July, 2019, designed for those in search of 
luxury, leisure, and blissful escape from the everyday chaos of life. How does the Spa at the Waldorf Astoria 
Maldives Ithaafushi help its guests discover the equilibrium in mind, body and soul? We asked Angie Tai, the 
Director of Spa at Waldorf Astoria Maldives Ithaafushi, to talk about what’s most important when it comes to 
running a world-class, award-winning spa. Angie graduated in hospitality and ventured into the spa industry 
back in 2004. She furthered her career in China where she was instrumental in the pre-opening of several spa 
projects for different hotels and resorts for almost a decade before arriving in the Maldives.
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To meet our guests' needs, we are 
planning to curate antiaging sessions 
and programmes, as well as the use 

of sustainable products in our 
treatments, such as our sustainably 

produced, organic coconut oil.

Director of Spa
Waldorf Astoria Maldives Ithaafushi

ANGIE TAI
Holistic Luxury with 
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EVENTS & AWARDS

IMTM Announces Maldives Women Leadership Conference

Maldives Wins Two Significant Awards During MITT, Russia

The awards were presented for the attractive 
presentation of the Maldives stand and overall effort in 
promoting the destination at the fair, respectively. 
During the ceremony, awards were presented to both, 
long-standing exhibitors and newcomers, for their 
outstanding preparations, unusual and eye-catching 
stands, innovative projects and the best destinations. 

Upon receiving the awards, Thoyyib Mohamed, 
Managing Director of Visit Maldives stated: “I am 
gratified by the awards for “Best Island Presentation'' 
and “Bright Exhibiting Award” received by the Maldives 
at MITT, the first offline event in months. This is an 
extra encouragement to the efforts we, as an industry, 
are putting in the Russian and CIS markets. 
Undoubtedly, with Russia being one of the most 
important and top performing source markets to the 
Maldives, I further perceive these wins as an indication 
of trust by Russians in the Maldives as a tourist 
destination.” 

The design of the Maldives stand showcased the 
country’s beauty through colourful visuals. Visitors to 
the stand had the opportunity to immerse themselves 

in the Maldives through a touchless 360-degree video 
experiences. Visit Maldives was fully prepared with 
safety guidelines and measures in place to create a safe 
business environment for the visitors and the Maldives 
tourism industry stakeholders represented. Maldives 
stands attracted an array of Russian and International 
tourism industry players, decision makers and 
representatives indicating an interest towards the 
country. 

MITT is recognised as Russia’s largest B2B tourism 

exhibition where travel service providers meet 
representatives from tour operators and travel agents 
from all over the world. This year’s MITT marks the first 
offline tourism exhibition in Russia after one year with 
1,533 participants from 15 countries and 52 Russian 
regions exhibiting at the fair. The Russian market is 
currently one of the top performing source markets to 
the Maldives, with a total of four connecting flights 
operating between Russia and the Maldives with direct 
connections via Aeroflot. This year, 58,679 tourist arrivals 
have been recorded from Russia, as of March 24, 2021.

MWLC is a MICE tourism event that will serve as a 
networking conference to connect business minds 
and to inspire in creating new women leaders. The 
conference aims to educate female entrepreneurs 
and to provide business networking opportunities 
and growth through empowerment and equality. It 
also aims to enable leaders to benchmark good 
practices around the world.

A statement by IMTM read: "The way we lead 
organisations and manage people have already 
been facing changes prior to COVID-19. However, the 
events of 2020 disrupted the business world to the 

point where leaders must adapt if they, their teams, 
and their businesses are to survive and thrive. We 
have been advocating pro-COVID recovery initiatives 
through strategic online conferencing platforms.”

According to the IMTM, this year’s Maldives Women 
Leadership Conference will be a platform that sets 
the stage for the MICE event, which can be 
physically held in conjunction with the decline in 
the global pandemic.  

Shiuna Khalid, Managing Director of IMTM, said: "It is 
my great pleasure to announce the Maldives Women 

Leadership Conference 2021. This conference will be 
an exciting, one-of-a-kind platform for women, in 
both the public and private sector. The conference 
will allow professional women to gain knowledge 
and acquire critical thinking on leadership.”  

“We have channeled the conference to ensure that 
women can use the platform to voice out concerns 
relating to barriers at work, equality issues and 
creating a consolidated consensus to come together 
concerning leadership opportunities at work. It will 
also offer a unique opportunity for women across 
industries to discuss critical issues facing them and 
success driving factors in industries today. We want 
women to be prepared for the challenges of 
tomorrow. The main focus remains, to harness 
women’s unity and encourage continuous 
development to be leaders for tomorrow; listening to 
professionals, listening to leaders, listening to 
success driving champions," Shiuna further stated.  

With the announcement of MWLC, IMTM will be 
working diligently to bring further details on the 
conference and its structure, as part of the event’s 
promotional effort.

On the occasion of International Women's day 2021, IMTM Pvt Ltd officially announced that the Maldives Women Leadership Conference 
(MWLC) is planned to be held virtually in October, 2021. 

The Maldives won the titles of “Best Island 
Presentation” and “Bright Exhibiting Award” 
at the Moscow International Travel and 
Tourism Exhibition (MITT) held from March 
16 to 18, 2021. 
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With over 18 years of sales and marketing 
experience in tourism, Nihad has previously 
worked with distinguished brands in the 
Maldives tourism industry, such as Anantara 
Hotels, Resorts & Spas, St. Regis Hotels & 
Resorts, Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide, 
Inc. and AAA Hotels & Resorts.

Offering one of the most powerful portfolios in 
the industry, with 30 brands and over 700 
properties across 131 countries and territories, 
Marriot International was founded by J. Willard 
and Alice Marriott, and guided by family 
leadership since 1927. 

Marriott International’s portfolio includes 7 
luxury resorts in the Maldives; The St. Regis 
Maldives Vommuli Resort, JW Marriott Maldives 
Resort & Spa, W Maldives, The Westin Maldives 
Miriandhoo Resort, Sheraton Maldives Full 
Moon Resort & Spa, as well as soon-to-debut 
Le Méridien Maldives Resort & Spa and The Ritz 
Carlton, Fari Islands.

Ali Nihad 
Appointed as 
Market Director, 
Sales & 
Marketing – 
Maldives at 
Marriott 
International 

Marriott International has announced 
the appointment of Ali Nihad as Market 
Director, Sales & Marketing – 
Maldives, where he will head the 
marketing operations and strategies of 
Marriott’s properties in the Maldives. 

Raffles Maldives Appoints Mohamed 
Younes as Director of Food & Beverage

Mohamed Younes climbed the steps in the Food & 
Beverage department where he successfully held 
the positions of Restaurant Manager, Assistant F&B 
Manager, and F&B Operations Manager during his 
two and a half years at Raffles Maldives. 

An Egyptian national, Mohamed Younes studied at 
The Egyptian Highschool of Tourism and Hotel, and 
is fluent in his mother language, as well as English, 
German and Italian. He has worked at the Four 
Seasons, One&Only, Finolhu and Aman Resorts 
before joining Raffles Maldives. With a host of rich 
experiences in F&B operations within ultra-luxury 
brands, Younes acquired extensive operational 
experience. 

Each villa, residence, restaurant and bar at Raffles 
Maldives Meradhoo has been designed impeccably, 
providing flawless spaces that elevate island living 
to pure luxury. The main island is home to 22 villas, 
including Raffles Residences, Beach Villas and 
Deluxe Beach Villas. It is also the home of the 
nurturing, overwater Raffles Spa, the main pool and 

a soft white sand beach where guests can find the 
restaurants; Thari and The Firepit, as well as the 
island interpretation of the legendary Long Bar. 
Overwater Island consists of 16 villas, some facing 
east to greet the rising sun and others facing west to 
capture the sunset. The Nikkei-inspired restaurant 
Yuzu, and adjacent bar Yapa are also found here – 
giving guests breathtaking views to enjoy with 
delectable food and drinks.

Raffles Maldives Meradhoo has announced the promotion of Mohamed Younes to Director of 
Food & Beverages, where he will head the F&B department, including F&B Service and 
Kitchen, in his new role.  

Aaidha Majdhy Joins Le Méridien 
Maldives Resort & Spa as Sales 
Manager, Pre-opening

Almost completing a decade in the hospitality 
industry, Aaidha has gained immense pre-opening 
experience working with some the most renowned 
hospitality brands in the Maldives; Malahini Kuda 
Bandos, St. Regis Maldives Vommuli Resort, and 
Waldorf Astoria Maldives Ithaafushi.  

Prior to her move to Le Méridien Maldives, Aaidha 
was the Sales Manager at Fairmont Maldives Sirru 

One of the latest additions to the Marriott’s extensive luxury hotel portfolio, Le Méridien 
Maldives Resort & Spa, opening its sandy gates in September 2021, has announced the 
appointment of Aaidha Majdhy as Sales Manager. 

Fen Fushi, where she worked closely with partners 
and the team to achieve maximum revenue goals 
while not falling behind competitors. 

Set in a picturesque corner of Lhaviyani Atoll, 
nestled on Thilamaafushi Island, Le Méridien 
Maldives Resort & Spa is a canvas inspired by the 
formation of the Atolls, fringing reefs and marine 
life. Spanning 9 hectares, the island is an 
eco-conscious haven with indigenous flora and 
fauna, and enveloped by a shimmering lagoon and 
coral reefs bursting with vibrant marine life 
including pods of manta rays and turtles. This new 
Maldivian hideaway will offer 50 dive sites for 
marine enthusiasts to explore and six culinary 
experiences – including an overwater restaurant. 
Designed with family stays in mind, children will 
delight in the Le Meridien Family Concept, an 
immersive world where tinkering and exploring are 
celebrated. Inspired by the essence of the Maldives, 
combined with a passion for culture, cuisine and 
design, the resort is a playful sanctuary for the 
curious and creative traveler to discover the 
European spirit of savoring the good life.
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Noha is an experienced childcare professional, with 
over 10 years’ experience in the fields of children’s 
education and childcare, as well as extensive 
experience in the hospitality industry. She joined 
Soneva in 2010 as a babysitter, working her way up 
the ranks since. Prior to her appointment, Noha was 
serving as Assistant Den Manager.  

Noha Mohamed: The New Manager at Soneva Fushi’s 
Award-Winning Children’s Club, The Den
Soneva Fushi has appointed Noha Mohamed as Manager of the resort’s award-winning children’s club, The Den, becoming the first 
Maldivian woman to hold the position of Den Manager. 

LUX* Resorts & Hotels Welcomes Two New Executive 
Chefs to its Maldives Properties 

Set to take LUX* South Ari Atoll to even greater 
culinary heights, Antonello has over 20 years of 
experience, heading the culinary teams at 
Kempinski in Amman, as well as Dusit Thani and 
Paramount Hotel, both in Dubai.

For Antonello, the love for food came at the young 
age of 14, while closely observing his mother’s 
cooking. In his early twenties, he travelled around 
the world to discover new flavours before he landed 
his first internship and realised that cooking was for 
him. With a clear vision, he aims to combine 
innovation with healthy, locally-sourced and 
mindful cooking.  

“Working together with nature in a mindful and 
responsible way is something I wish to develop even 
further at,” states Antonello, who will head LUX* 
South Ari Atoll’s culinary team of 110 team members 
from more than 12 nations. 

When discussing the upcoming culinary trends, 
Antonello sheds light on the fact that people in 
general, especially travellers, have become more 
observant of the origin of products, stating, “People 
questioning more is a healthy sign that we are 
leaning towards a mindful and responsible way of 
travelling and consuming experiences. The high 
demand for healthy living puts a lot of expectations 
on the offerings at secluded resorts and hotels all 
over the world, which is great news!”  

LUX* South Ari Atoll proves that food is a culinary 
journey. The resort’s eight restaurants and five bars 
take guests to Japan at Umami, the Mediterranean at 
Beach Rouge, Italy at Allegria, the Middle-East and 

the Indian Ocean at Senses, throughout Asia at East 
Market, and on a trip around the globe at MIXE. 
Plant-based food lovers can even pick from a 
vegetarian menu at each restaurant.

Taylor began her cooking career as a kitchen 
apprentice in some of the best restaurants in 
Australia. Her talent was clear from the beginning 
and she got the opportunity to use her extra time in 
the kitchen learning directly from the best chefs 
about the wonders of many different cuisines. She 
then moved on to luxury hotels around Turks and 
Caicos before arriving in the Maldives. 

“Cooking is all about transmission. My greatest 
pleasure is being able to transmit the passion I have 
for food and for cooking to future generations of 
great chefs. There is no better place to do this than 
with a talented team like at LUX* North Malé Atoll,” 
says Taylor. Guiding and inspiring her team at LUX* 
North Malé Atoll is Taylor’s principal motivation.

‘’Chef Taylor brings proven expertise and an 
insightful connection to the Maldives that will 
honour the exceptional food status while bringing 
an original experience to LUX* North Male Atoll’s 
culinary journey,’’ says General Manager John 
Rogers. 

From the Peruvian-Japanese iconic restaurant INTI 
with a prepared-in-front-of-you sushi bar, to GLOW 
where you can travel the globe with the best of 
European classics, Italian and Spanish delicacies 
through to South East Asian specialties, at LUX* 
North Malé Atoll, the journey to culinary inspiration 
is never ending.

LUX* Resorts & Hotels has appointed 
Antonello Manca and Taylor Shearman as 
Executive Chefs of LUX* South Ari Atoll 
Resort & Villas and LUX* North Malé Atoll 
Resort & Villas, respectively.

“My career started at Soneva Fushi with the position 
of a casual babysitter. After a tough grind for three 
years in this position, I proved myself to the 
management and I became a permanent Host as a 
Den Supervisor,” says Noha, commenting on her 
promotion, adding that, “In 2019, I became the 
Assistant Manager of the biggest children’s club in 
the Maldives, and it was a reflective moment. Today 
that reflection has taken me along the path to Den 
Manager, and I cannot be more thrilled. The Soneva 
family has given me a team to guide and an 
opportunity to grow. I appreciate the chance taken 
on me to make mistakes, learn, and grow. Being able 
to call Soneva Fushi my second home is a true 
honour.”

Inspired by childhood wonder, The Den is a 
playground for the imagination. Children can explore 
a pirate ship, two swimming pools, a Lego room, 
dress-up and makeup area, cinema, library, learning 
area and a music room filled with instruments. The 

Den also runs activities dedicated to teenagers.  

Soneva Fushi inspires the imagination with 63 
spacious beachfront villas and eight Water Retreats, 
ranging in size from one to nine bedrooms, hidden 
among dense foliage and located within the Baa 
Atoll UNESCO Biosphere Reserve. Choose from nine 
different dining options, five hundred wines and 11 
types of pillows. Nature is nurtured at the resort and 
each signature experience aims to bring guests one 
step closer to discovering its unadulterated beauty. 
The landscape is lush with giant twisting trees, 
creeping vines, palms and plants, while natural 
habitats have been preserved wherever possible. For 
more information about Soneva, visit 
www.soneva.com.   

Soneva is currently hiring for new positions at 
Soneva Fushi and Soneva Jani. To see the available 
list of open positions please visit: 
https://soneva.com/careers.

Antonello Manca

Taylor Shearman
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KO'BAR – Rahaa’s Newest Outlet with a View

The ocean on one side, the lake on the 
other, the sunset right in front and 
cool music playing throughout the 
day, KO’BAR is located on the west 
beach of the resort, and offers a 
collection of alcoholic and 
non-alcoholic beverages to quench 
your thirst when you’re on your 
holidays in the sunny side of life. 

KO’BAR also serves a selection of 
pizzas including the Rahaa Signature 
Pizza, made using black 
pepper-crusted seared tuna. 

Rahaa is located in the untouched and 
low-traffic, Laamu Atoll, an esteemed 
destination for a wide range of 
travellers, from honeymooners and 
families to groups of friends and 
adventurers. The paradisical resort is 

a naturally beautiful location with 
original vegetation, wide stretches of 
beach and a natural saltwater lake 
separating the two islands. 

The resort boasts two villa categories 
presenting vibrant minimalistic modern 
design infused with intricate local 
Maldivian architecture – the Lake View 
Villas and the Ocean View Villas. 
Featuring all the necessities and 
comforts, the pristine environment of 
Rahaa envelops visitors, creating a 
sense of belonging and of being at one 
with the beautiful, natural 
surroundings. Interwoven with nature, 
the villas fuse local materials with 
contemporary interiors designed to 
maximize sensual discovery in a setting 
of ultimate comfort and privacy. 
Spacious terraces are positioned 

ensuring total immersion in the 
scenery. 

Guests can enjoy excellent 
international and local cuisine and a 
wide variety of alcoholic and 
non-alcoholic beverages, at the main 
restaurant ‘Kaage’ and two bars 

IN A NUTSHELL

Born in A.Dh. Dhigurah, Abdul Raheem Adam, aka “Adhuray”, handles excursions and 
speedboat transfers; staff medical trips, staff vacation transfers to nearby islands, and 
transporting guests arriving from Maamigili (via FlyMe) to Conrad Maldives Rangali Island. 
He also operates The Muraka jet boat, dedicated to guests staying at The Muraka – the 
world’s first undersea residence – and works with TMA operations for guest arrivals and 
departures. In his 20s, Adhuray joined his family boat business in Dhigurah, which took them 
on numerous trips. One such trip, took him to Hilton Rangali in the year 2000, now known as 
Conrad Maldives Rangali Island. Ever since then, he wanted to be a part of the team, and 
finally joined the resort in 2005 as a boat crew. He would wake up at 4:30am every day, 
working tirelessly until 9pm. On Rangali Raani, the resort’s luxury boat, he would cruise the 
turquoise waters on excursions during the day and take guests on the sunset cruise in the 
evening. In 2010, he was promoted to Assistant Boat Captain, assigned to overlook all 
operations of Rangali Raani and the speedboats of the resort. He worked relentlessly as a 
Boat Captain until 2021, when he was promoted to Transport Supervisor. Adhuray says that 
his 16 years with the resort has been fun and fulfilling with a good team of colleagues who 
have become like family, plus, with fruitful guest interactions. Although work is demanding 
at times, he feels blessed to witness beautiful views every day with picturesque sunsets, 
pods of dolphins, majestic manta rays and whale sharks. During his spare time, Adhuray 
enjoys chats with his friends over coffee, and playing football or volleyball 

07:00 – Rise n’ shine! 
07:30 – Have my coffee and breakfast
08:00 – Check emails for the department and prepare for the day
08:30 to 10:00 – Depending on the arrival/departure schedule, 
I either head over to the seaplane platform, or wait for arrivals 
staying at The Muraka where guests are transported via their private 
wave boat, or even take guests on boat trips
10:00 – Coffee break at the Team Member’s Club – Manta Club
12:00 – Lunch time
13:00 to 18:00 – Seaplane arrivals/departures plus boat trips
18:30 – Football practice  
20:00 – Dinner
21:00 – Head to the office to create reports for the next working day
22:00 – Coffee break with colleagues at the Beach Club
23:00 – Watch a movie and sleep

ABDUL RAHEEM ADAM
Transport Supervisor – Conrad Maldives Rangali Island

A day in the life of…

Rahaa’s newest outlet, KO’BAR, is the ultimate place to enjoy 
magnificent sunset views while sipping on your favorite drink. 

‘Dhirun’ and ‘Ko’Bar’. All outlets are 
right on the beach with ocean and lake 
views. Rahaa additionally offers a wide 
range of activities and services 
including diving, exciting watersports, 
the kids club, the SPA, a topnotch 
fitness center, excursions, surfing and 
more.

SCAN

For more information: 
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With over 30 years' experience, Claude is an 
internationally acclaimed Canadian Massage 
Specialist. He has helped people to recover from 
many kinds of physical and emotional issues, and 
specialises in remedial massage to treat physical 
conditions. He is also a Massage Trainer, Meditation 
Teacher and Workshop Leader.  

Jill first encountered the healing arts over 20 years 
ago. Her life journey has taken her into Healing, 

Relax and Let Go at Naladhu Private Island Resort with 
Visiting Practitioners Claude Simard and Jill Banwell

IN A NUTSHELL

Naladhu Private Island Maldives Resort has welcomed renowned wellness practitioners Claude Simard and Jill Banwell on March 15, 2021, 
to offer guests an array of laid-back and restorative wellness experience all the way through to April 30, 2021. 

Yoga, Massage, Meditation and Tarot. As a therapist, 
teacher and workshop leader she has worked with 
people in Europe, Asia and North America, taking 
pleasure in gently guiding them to experience a 
deeper, more harmonious level of life. 

Naladhu Private Island Maldives is a luxury resort of 
20 private houses on the edge of a pristine lagoon in 
South Malé Atoll. Named Naladhu Island, meaning 
beautiful island, the resort lives up to its name with 

The artificial reef was submerged in 2018, at 
Summer Island’s ‘Blue Lagoon’ – a sandy part of the 
lagoon, where the resort hopes to create a new 
coral reef ecosystem. The 3-D printed reef aims to 
provide a new home for corals, fish and other 
marine species, demonstrating how new 
technologies such as 3-D printing can be used to 
protect the Maldives from climate change and sea 
level rise. 

The 3-D reef project started in Melbourne, 
Australia, where Industrial Designer Alex Goad of 
Reef Design Lab used computer modeling to design 
reef structures similar to the coral reefs found in 

Guinness World Records Recognizes Summer Island 
Maldives’ 3-D Printed Reef as Largest in the World
Summer Island’s 3-D printed coral reef has been recognised by the Guinness Book of World Records as the largest of its kind in the world, 
and has been added to the Guinness list of world records this year.

the Maldives. A large 3-D printer worked for 24 
hours, moulding the structures out of ceramic, an 
inert substance similar to the calcium carbonate 
found in coral reefs. The moulds were then shipped 
to the Maldives and filled with marine concrete 
before being submerged to a depth of seven metres. 
Fragments from the resort’s existing coral nursery 
were then transplanted onto the 3-D reef. 

Summer Island Resort Manager Mari Shareef states: 
“While it is rewarding that our 3-D reef is being 
recognized worldwide, it is important to remind 
ourselves of the tremendous amount of work that 
needs to be done to safeguard our environment. As 
part of our environment initiatives, we have phased 
out imported drinking water, and placed a ban on 
single use plastic items, such as straws, bottles and 
bags. We are continuously looking at innovative 
ways to push ourselves to be better guardians of the 
environment.” 

Owned and operated locally, by Kaimoo Group, 
Summer Island Maldives is carefully crafted for a 
quintessentially Maldivian experience. Located in 
North Malé atoll, the resort is a 40-minute 
speedboat ride from Velana International Airport. 

The resort was recently awarded the prestigious 
Holiday Check Gold Award for Being One of Maldives’ 
Most Popular Resorts. It was also awarded South 
Asia’s Leading Beach Resort and Maldives’ Leading 
Beach Resort at the 2017, 2018, and 2019 SATA 
awards. A 3-D model of Summer Island is currently 
on display at New York’s prestigious Museum of 
Modern Art (MoMA), in an exhibition entitled ‘Broken 
Nature’. According to MoMA, the exhibition highlights 
the concept of “restorative design”, presenting 
objects and concepts that offer diverse strategies in 
the effort to help humans repair their relationship 
with the environment.

pearl white beaches lapped by azure seas, and 
unspoiled natural jungle at its heart. Each villa at 
Naladhu Private Island comes with a private pool 
and a 24/7 dedicated butler service, with world-class 
dining and a luxury spa onsite. Naladhu Private 
Island Maldives has been named best resort in the 
Indian Ocean three years in a row by Condé Nast 
Traveler Readers’ Choice Awards, as well as third 
best resort in the world.
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Win a Free Family Escape to Tropical Paradise, Embudu 
Village

The giveaway includes; a complimentary four nights’ 
stay at one of the resorts Water Villas for two adults 
and one child under the age of 12; free return transfer 
from Velana International Airport to the resort; full 
board meals inclusive of beverages (non-alcoholic); 
and one complimentary excursion of your choice 
(Dolphin Cruise or Sunset Fishing).

With an emphasis on community, the monthly 
podcast series, made available on Spotify, will 
explore a wide range of topics that range from 
diversity inclusion, gender equality, sustainability 
initiatives as well as lifestyle, travel, dining, and 
vacationing in the Maldives. 

Emilio Fortini, General Manager of the resort said: 
“We hope to provide listeners with a glimpse of 
who we are, not just as hoteliers but as people who 
live, work and help build communities. We hope to 
offer a taste of our piece of haven here in the 
Maldives” 

The first episode, titled, “Women Empower 
Women”, discussed gender equality in the 
Maldives, as well as how a company like Marriott 
International impacts global change. The episode 
was joined by three guest panelists; Yasmeen 
Rashid - United Nations Development Programme 

Sheraton Maldives Full Moon Resort & Spa Introduces 
Podcast Series
Sheraton Maldives Full Moon Resort & Spa 
has launched a brand-new podcast series, 
with its very first episode having been 
released in conjunction with International 
Women’s Day. 

Embudu Village is offering travellers a chance to enjoy a free four-night vacation in the tropical paradise filled with a whole lot of sun, sand and 
sea for the family. 

(UNDP) Maldives Assistant Resident Representative 
of the Democratic Governance Unit, Rivero Delgado - 
Area Vice President for Singapore, Malaysia and 
Maldives of Marriott International, and Hope for 
Women activist Aysha Hussain Shihab.

Scan the QR code below to listen to the first episode 
on Spotify:

To take part:
- Follow @embudu.vil-
lage on Instagram (scan 
the QR code below):

- Like their Instagram 
post (scan the QR code 
below):

 

- Tag a minimum of 3 
friends 
- Share the post on your 
Instagram story with the 
hashtag #visitembudu 

The offer stands valid until April 20, 2021, 
and the lucky winner, chosen on a 
random draw, will be announced within 
10 days of the deadline. Embudu will 
reach out to the winner via direct 
messaging on Instagram.  

The simple yet naturally beautiful 
private island of Embudu is 3 kilometres 
long and takes about 10 minutes to walk 
from one end to the other. Loved by dive 

Sheraton Maldives Full Moon Resort & Spa is situated 
on the private island of Furanafushi, a 15-minute 
speedboat ride away from Velana International 
Airport. The resort is among the first resorts to offer 
complimentary transfers to its discerning guests. The 
five-star resort offers 176 guest rooms designed to 
blend into the surrounding turquoise waters, pristine 
beaches and lush greenery. In addition to 7 unique 
restaurants and bars, the Shine Spa for Sheraton 
located on its very own island, and 3 outdoor tropical 
fresh water pools, the resort caters for all guests and 
is the perfect destination for honeymooners, families 
with young children or teens and solo travellers alike.

IN A NUTSHELL

SCAN

SCAN

enthusiasts, this little gem located in the 
North drop-off of South Malé Atoll makes 
it ideal for visiting the best dive sites in 
both, North, and South Malé Atoll. 
Surrounded by a gorgeous house reef 
you can wander in straight from the 
beach, snorkeling here is joining an 
exotic parade of sea creatures. Lush with 
tropical vegetation and thriving marine 
life, this compact little island is truly a 
slice of paradise.

SCAN
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Guests at Emerald will be offered access to an 
air-conditioned fitness center, a fully-equipped 
Technogym and four multi-purpose courts for paddle, 
tennis or football competitions. Qualified staff at the 
resort will be on call to assist guests interested in 
personalised fitness programmes.

Guests who wish to experience the richness of the 
surrounding crystal-clear waters can head over to 
Emerald’s five-star dive centre where PADI-certified 
instructors will accompany them in their underwater 
experiences. The watersports centre of Emerald has 
been specially curated for guests looking for some 
ocean-fun with activities like kite/windsurfing, 
canoeing, hobie-cats and more. Thrill-seeking guests 
can choose the motorised activities for a dose of 
speed and power. The resort provides private lessons 
for beginners. The resort also offers an extensive 
range of excursions such as dolphin cruises, fishing 
trips and sunset cruises showcasing the stunning 
Maldivian views of a magical orange sunset. Guests at 
Emerald Maldives Resort & Spa can additionally make 

High-end all-inclusive operator Club Med introduces a new style of holidaying, ‘Zenventure’. The offering aims to combine and create an 
optimal balance of adventure and relaxation. 

Club Med Announces New ‘Zenventure’ Concept

Emerald Maldives Resort & Spa provides 
guests the perfect venue to enjoy a variety 
of land- and water-sporting activities in an 
open space, while enjoying the wonderous 
tropical views. 

Enjoy Tailormade Sporting Holidays with Emerald 
Maldives Resort & Spa

use of the resort’s bicycles - an eco-friendly, quick way 
to explore the island. 

Experience a natural elegance at Emerald Maldives 
Resort & Spa located in one of the most fascinating 
atolls in the Maldives, Raa Atoll. The 20-hectare 
private island is surrounded by 1.5 kilometres of soft 
white sand, and features 120 villas – 60 villas located 
on the island and 60 over-water villas. Emerald 

Maldives Resort & Spa is a 5-star Deluxe All-Inclusive 
Resort and a proud member of The Leading Hotels of 
the World. Built to blend in perfect harmony with the 
surrounding environment, using materials such as 
bamboo, natural stones and Langhi Langhi leaves and a 
direct focus on energy efficiency and environment 
preservation, the resort combines tropical scenery with 
modern design, creating atmospheres of natural and 
informal elegance.

Club Med notes that the concept is based on the four 
core aspects of ‘exploration & adventure’, ‘relaxation 
& mindfulness’, ‘design & luxury’ and ‘culinary & 
indulgence’, all of which combine to create a 
balanced, luxurious overall experience. From treetop 
yoga and reconnecting with nature on a jungle hike, 
to adrenaline-fuelled watersports and swinging from 
a flying trapeze, Club Med aims to create an 
experience fit for families and couples alike.

Zenventure will initially launch in the brand-new, 
Exclusive Collection, Club Med Seychelles 

eco-certified Resort on the private island of Sainte 
Anne at the heart of the Seychelles archipelago. Club 
Med further plans to roll out the offering across the 
Club Med portfolio including other Exclusive Collection 
resorts such as Michès Playa Esmeralda in the 
Dominican Republic, La Plantation d‘Albion and the 
Albion Villas in Mauritius, as well as the Finolhu Villas 
in the Maldives.

According to new consumer research commissioned by 
Club Med, over half of UK adults (51%) cited that what 
they desire from a holiday has now changed in light of 

COVID-19 and almost eight in ten (77%) are now looking 
for both, more adventure and more relaxation on their 
holidays. Estelle Giraudeau, Managing Director, UK & 
Northern Europe at Club Med said, “It’s hardly surprising 
that the travel ban has got the nation dreaming about 
all the exotic destinations and experiences they’d like 
to enjoy post pandemic. Our research shows we’re open 
to plenty of excitement and adventure, whether that’s 
staying in a water bungalow in the Maldives, walking 
along the Great Wall of China or drinking rum at a beach 
bar in the Dominican Republic.”

Established in 1950 with the key objective of providing 
travellers with a relaxing escape, Club Med infuses 
breathtaking natural landscapes with high-end, 
all-inclusive accommodations. The Group now boasts 
nearly 70 outposts across 26 countries worldwide, and 
its portfolio continues to expand. The properties' 
versatile vacation packages provide a broad spectrum 
of traveller types with a refreshing and rejuvenating 
retreat tailored to their personal preferences. 
Additionally, as all meals, activities, plus family- and 
couple-oriented services are included, budget-minded 
guests can unwind knowing that all of their expenses 
are covered. Club Med also offers frequent visitors 
loyalty privileges such as free room upgrades and 
discounts on vacation packages through its Club Med 
Great Members Program.

IN A NUTSHELL
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Our industry-leading printing solutions deliver exceptionally high 
quality print to create lasting impressions for your business. 

B O N  A P P É T I T

Chef Enver was born in Istanbul, Turkey. He has 11 years’ experience in numerous international 
luxury hotels in Turkey, China, Dubai and Mauritius before he recently land in the Maldives. His 
main focus has been European & Asian cuisine. Chef Enver is not new to LUX* Hotels & Resorts, he 
joined LUX* Grand Gaube Resort & Villas Mauritius in 2019 before he moved to LUX* South Ari 
Atoll Resort & Villas as Chef De Cuisine.  

“My inspiration behind the dish is very cultural and it always reminds me of the Ramadan vibes 
together with my parents and friends. This is one of my favourite traditional lamb dishes that used 
to delight our table for a mouth-watering dinner. When I was growing up, my mom and grandmom 
used to cook this dish especially during Ramadan, which is the reason this dish became even more 
special to me. My way of preparing this dish is by choosing the freshest ingredients and focusing 
on authenticity. The Ramadan atmosphere captured my sensitivity and brought me back to 
colourfulness and warmth. Whenever I prepare this recipe, I always find myself in the heart of 
Mediterranean destinations. So, this is my main inspiration behind this dish. Always local, 
authentic, and organic ingredients.”

  
  

 

 
 

 

 

Courtesy of
Enver Can Gumus 
Chef De Cuisine at LUX* South Ari Atoll

Method
• Cut the lamb meat in medium size cubes around 3cm. 
• In a large mixing bowl add together with spices, peeled shallots, fresh thyme, fine chopped garlic, fine 

chopped red onion, half of the butter and mix them very well. Let it rest in the refrigerator for a couple of 
hours.

• After the marinate time, place all ingredients from the bowl in a casserole and on top with cherry 
tomatoes and just 1 cup of water. 

• Close the casserole properly wrap with aluminum foil ensuring to close any gap. 
• Cook in the oven about 2 and half hours at 190 degrees Celsius.
• While is cooking peel the potatoes. boil them well for about 20 minutes, drain and put in a bowl. Mash 

them, add the remaining butter, cream, seasoning some grated nutmeg and mix well. Make sure it’s creamy 
and smooth. 

• Peel the pumpkin and slice very thinly with a mandolin, blanch in some hot water and once cooked, dry 
with a paper towel and place them in a tray. Drizzle with some olive oil and salt, place in the bottom of the 
oven till dry and crispy.

• Once the lamb is cooked take out from casserole reduce the stock and add some chopped parsley. Keep 
ready for serving. 

• Serve on top of the mashed potato, drizzle some lamb sauce reduction and garnish with some roasted 
cherry tomatoes pumpkin crisps and herbs.

MEDITERRANEAN 
BRAISED LAMB

Ingredients
80 ml Extra virgin olive oil
5 gr Black pepper
10 gr Paprika Powder
5 gr Nutmeg
20 gr Sea Salt
10 gr Cumin Powder

500 gr Potato
200 gr pumpkins
100 ml Cream
1 pc Red onion
10 gr Parsley
80 gr Green pepper

500 gr Lamb Leg Boneless
100 gr Butter
150 gr Shallots
15 gr Garlic
5 gr Fresh thyme
150 gr Cherry tomato
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Frankly Speaking
On March 5, 2021, Maldives Immigration made a statement with regard to tourist establishments utilising foreign nationals to perform 
music and photography without obtaining proper visas. They also stated that strict penalties will be imposed on businesses that continue to 
engage in such activities, that also affect the future of local artists. Will this pose a challenge across the 150+ resorts and 500+ guest 
houses in the Maldives? Or will this bring positive change by opening up more opportunities for local talents?

Across the Maldives, we are experiencing a surge in 
respect to foreign versus local employment, and in other 
opportunities available in the Maldives as well.  At a time 
like this, it becomes a more sensitive matter. However, it 
needs to be addressed. In my opinion, there has to be a 
balance in the ratio and these types of decisions, 
especially those that affect a wide range of businesses, 
should be backed by research findings. I wonder if we 
have enough local artists, in terms of numbers and 
talent, that can serve the unique needs of the tourist 
resorts in the Maldives.

Locals shall be given priority on all possible employment. That is the reason countries 
go for FDI. 

Music in the resort can be something happening every evening while photography can 
be occasional. Permanent employment at a resort is different from occasional visits. 
Locals willing to accept employment as resident musicians or resident photographers 
at resorts should be given priority as such employees. Foreign bands have a restriction 
to perform in the Maldives. However, at the same time, the resorts must be able to 
function and serve their customers. 

The challenge is in the monitoring. The Tourism Ministry inspections have not worked 
so far. The initiative from Maldives Immigration may be more effective. Strict penalties 
and a management audit, along with the annual audit, are more likely to bring positive 
changes.

For events like Christmas and New Year, I don’t think we have 600 local bands? Every 
property will be looking for live bands for these festive events and private parties. So, 
for these we will need to allow foreigners and fairly provide the opportunity to locals. 
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Managing Director 
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I am not sure HPA allows movement of locals, and if so, 
restricting foreign artists might not be practical. 
However, if locals are willing to live like expatriates, as 
staff on the resort, by all means let’s give the locals this 
chance. If locals are not willing to adapt, then we have to 
allow foreign artists or workers to fill the gap.
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