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Reethi Faru Resort Celebrates 3rd 
Anniversary 

A TIMELESS JOURNEY with

General Manager at Vakkaru Maldives

Iain McCormack



Dear Readers, 
 
Eyes full of stars and a heart filled with dreams, we set foot towards a new ray of hope – with composure and 
confidence – towards a new year! The past year just flew by, nevertheless, it taught us new and important 
lessons, made us stronger people and of course gave us those memories that we will cherish for a life time. 
Cheers, to the good times ahead! 
 
This month, we give you the scoop on all that's trending across the Maldives this New Year in wellness, sheer 
luxury, gourmet cuisine, environmental sustainability and more, which will have you swooning. Despite all the 
brunches and dinners last month, we can never get enough of good food. Our Bon Appétit section explores a 
Sesame crusted Pan Seared Ahi Tuna with Wakame and Soba Noodle Salad that Executive Chef Tarique Aziz 
from Noku Maldives is raving all about on page 22. 
 
For our cover feature, we took a timeless journey with the General Manager of Vakkaru Maldives to get his 
thoughts about the impact of COVID-19 across the hospitality industry and the importance of getting health 
guidelines to their visitors and ensuring how well they will be taken care of throughout their journey.
 
Take a look at some of the latest appointments in the hospitality industry, with Sun Siyam Group, Lily Hotels 
and Joali Maldives over on page 14. 

We also have a New Year Special feature of our monthly gripping Frankly Speaking topic on page 23, for which 
we caught up with some of our top contributors to discuss their hopes and aspirations for 2021.
 
This first issue of The islandchief for the year 2021, seeks to entertain you – to say the least; We've covered the 
most happening events taking place in this lovely collection of islands, as well as the gastronomic adventures 
you can indulge in this festive season. As always, we vow to share exhilarating stories to keep everyone 
entertained and informed every month.  

Have a wonderful and fruitful New Year!  
The islandchief Team
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ACROSS THE SKIES

Air Astana Operates Passenger Flights to Maldives
The Maldives has welcomed the very first passenger flight of Kazakhstan’s flag carrier, Air Astana on on December 5, 2020, 
with a with a special water salute. The flight landed at Velana International Airport (VIA) with over 140 passengers onboard.

Air Astana offers direct flights between Almaty, 
Kazakhstan and Malé, Maldives thrice a week, on 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays. The airline’s 
brand new state-of-the-art Airbus 321LR aircraft is 
used for the operations. 
 
According to the airline, Air Astana has enforced 
appropriate Travel Safety Measures to ensure 

travellers a safe and a healthy journey to their 
dream destinations. 
 
Prior to COVID-19, Air Astana operated scheduled, 
domestic and international flights on 64 routes from 
its main and secondary hubs, Almaty International 
Airport and Nursultan Nazarbayev International 
Airport, respectively. 
 

The Maldives reopened its borders to international 
tourists on July 15, 2020, with the reopening of 
several resorts and liveaboards. Guesthouses also 
resumed operations on October 15, 2020. There is no 
quarantine on arrival, however, all tourists are 
required to fill an online health declaration form 
within 24 hours prior to departure and submit a 
negative COVID-19 PCR test result, conducted 
maximum 96 hours prior to departure to Maldives. 
 
The Maldives has also introduced the first COVID-19 
travel insurance in the country, Allied Inbound, 
which covers medical charges, isolation facility 
charges, emergency medical transportation charges 
and interment charges following a positive 
diagnosis for COVID-19 during their stay in the 
country.      
 
To book your flight via Air Astana:

SCAN
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ACROSS THE SKIES

Gulf Air Returns to The Sunny Side of Life
On December 13, 2020, Gulf Air operated its first passenger flight to Velana International Airport (VIA) since the country closed its borders 
for international travellers on March 27, 2020, due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Gulf Air operates two weekly flights via the airline’s 
newest Airbus 321neoLR which features 150 seats in 
economy class and 16 flat-bed seats in Falcon Gold 
class. To makes things easier for passengers, the new 
‘Boutique Fares’ is a pricing concept that the airline 
introduced, which comes in two branded options for 
Falcon Gold class and three branded options for 
economy class. This new pricing concept allows the 
airline's passengers to choose the most suitable fare 
option with ease, depending on their travel and 
service requirements.Gulf Air’s first flight to the 
Maldives landed in Malé on October 27, 2019 and it 
has been the airline’s key boutique destination in 
the Indian Ocean. 
 
Being one of the few airlines that continued 
scheduled commercial operations, Gulf Air 
continuously works closely with the government 
authorities throughout the destinations on its 
network to resume operations as soon as airports 
open. Gulf Air boasts a flexible and agile network by 
immediately adapting to government orders and 
civil aviation directives around its network and has 
been responsive to continuous changes and updates 
regarding operations to and from its network 

destinations.  Updates are constantly added on 
gulfair.com/covid19 including travel advice, network 
and new health and safety procedures.  
 
All tourists are granted a 30-day free on-arrival visa 
with a confirmed booking for a stay at any registered 
tourist facility in the country.

The airline currently flies to and from Abu Dhabi, 
Dubai, Kuwait, Jeddah, Dammam, Medina, Muscat, 
Cairo, Amman, London, Paris, Frankfurt, Athens, 
Manila, Dhaka, as well as multiple destinations in 
India and Pakistan.

Germany’s leisure airline, Condor, will be operating 
two weekly flights from its hub, Frankfurt Airport, to 
Velana International Airport on Mondays and 
Saturdays.

On board all Condor flights, mouth-nose protection 
is mandatory for guests and the cabin crew. In 
addition, service and also boarding and 
disembarkation processes are adapted in 
accordance with the regulations. Customers are 

requested to use the online check-in. This ensures 
maximum protection during the entire journey. On 
site, guests are asked to behave prudently and in 
accordance with hygiene regulations throughout 
their stay and to take into account the entry 
requirements of the respective destination and the 
regulations on their return to Germany. 
 
Germany has been recognized as one of the top 
markets for tourist arrivals to the Maldives since 

borders reopened on July 15, 2020.
 
On December 19, 2020, the Maldives recorded the 
highest number of tourist arrivals on a single day 
since borders reopened, with 4,567 entries. On the 
new achievement, Tourism Minister Hon. Dr. Abdulla 
Mausoom expressed his heartfelt thanks to the 
industry and all related persons for their support 
and involvement.  

Condor Recommences Flights to Maldives
Condor is the largest holiday carrier, not only in Germany, but also in the world. Considering the size of the fleet and the number of 
passengers served, it is the third largest German airline. 
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NEW OPENINGS

OZEN Reserve Bolifushi Opens its Shores 
OZEN Reserve Bolifushi, the second resort by The OZEN Collection has been completely transformed to enrich guest-experiences with an 
elevated aesthetic of unending luxury, subtle opulence, and Maldivian charm. 

Located in South Malé Atoll, Bolifushi island is a 
quick 20-minute luxury speedboat journey from 
Velana International Airport 

General Manager of OZEN Reserve Bolifushi, Ricardo 
Leal stated: “We are thrilled to introduce the new 
OZEN Reserve experience to the Maldives, with the 
launch of OZEN Reserve Bolifushi on 3rd December 
2020. Luxury is elevated to a whole new level here, 
in keeping with our brand ethos of delivering 
uber-luxe services in the most unique way.”  

Chief Operating Officer of the Atmosphere Group, 
Venkata Giri stated: “The launch of this resort marks 
an exciting new phase for THE OZEN COLLECTION 
brand, with a third property, OZEN TANGALLE, on the 
horizon. As the world opens with a renewed interest 
in hospitality, we couldn’t be happier to delight 
leisure travellers with a world class resort that 
showcases the best of our services and the blissful 
natural beauty of Bolifushi island.” 

Like its sister property OZEN Life Maadhoo, natural 
beauty is infused in each step of the design at 
Bolifushi; the architecture and interior design of the 
latest addition to The OZEN Collection portfolio, are 
deeply interlaced creating harmonious spaces that 
complement the tropical essence of the island.  

Formed in the shape of an “eight”, Bolifushi island 
presents a stunning arrival lounge with a majestic 
garden pool and cascading walls built with 
Sukabumi green stone tiles, shimmering in shades 
of green ranging from jade to emerald. The island 
stretches over 750 metres by 100 metres at its 
thickest extension, and connects to a wooden Water 
Villa Jetty which is another 750 metres long.  

The use of rich rainforest-green marble for the 
floors of villas, elegant handwoven fabric wallpaper 
and ornate décor highlight elegance and grandeur. 
All 90 secluded villas and Reserves, located 
overwater and beachfront, have been completely 
renovated with fabulous additions such as walk-in 
wardrobes, glass-enclosed air-conditioned 
bathrooms, and exotic open-air bathtubs. Lattice 
screens elegantly placed on headboards of the beds 
and in the master bathrooms of the suites add a 
graceful touch to the ultra-luxurious villas. 

The Most coveted of the overwater accommodations 
- the nine Ocean Pool Suites and seven Private 
Ocean Reserves - have massive water slides that 
start from the top floor and fall right into the clear 
lagoon waters. The seven Private Ocean Reserves 
additionally have a dedicated jetty for absolute 
privacy. 

The Royal Reserve is the most exclusive 
accommodation on the island offering ultimate 
seclusion and privacy to host family and friends. The 
400-metre Reserve features three bedrooms and one 
pool, with the option to convert it into a 
five-bedroom bungalow with two pools. 

From the moment guests arrive at Bolifushi island, 
they have a personal “Hiyani” (meaning “shadow” in 
Dhivehi - the Maldivian language), or butler, who will 
be reachable ‘round the clock. The Royal Reserve 
comes with butler service, as well as a personal 
butler for each guest to ensure the smoothest of 
stays. 

At OZEN Reserve Bolifushi, each restaurant is 
designed with an individual theme, elevating dining 
to an immersive sensory experience. Sangu Beach 
features show kitchens, timber mosaic chips, and 
decorative Arabic niches. At Vista del Mar, the all-day 
dining restaurant, blue marble floor borders, modern 
fabrics, and rustic carpets emanate a contemporary 
vibe. 

The addition of the carefully tended Chef’s Garden, a 
tropical garden for the kitchen, allows chefs to add 
organic produce, herbs, and microgreens to their 
menus all-year-round, ensuring dishes bursting with 
freshness and flavour.

To find out more about OZEN Reserve Bolifushi:

SCAN
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Six Senses Launches New Mobile Travel App

IN A NUTSHELL

Boost Your Mind, Body and Soul with Vakkaru Maldives’ New 
Bespoke Ayurveda Programme
Vakkaru Maldives has unveiled a new 
Ayurveda programme to provide guests with 
yet another way to boost their wellbeing as 
they enjoy the resort’s serene Baa Atoll 
setting.  

Six Senses Hotels Resorts Spas launched a new travel app that 
connects guests anytime, anywhere with their resorts and hotels 
around the world from the palm of their hand. 

Ayurveda, meaning “the science of life” in Sanskrit, 
analyses the unique composition of every individual 
to provide tailored treatments that address a host of 
emotional and physical ailments, ranging from 
anxiety to insomnia to digestive issues. Created 
especially for Vakkaru with support from Sri Lankan 
Ayurveda brand Siddhalepa (founded in 1934), 
treatments are overseen by Ayurvedic Doctor Kalani 
Perera, and are held in a special Ayurveda treatment 
room in Merana, the resort’s overwater spa. Every 
session will begin with a private consultation with Dr. 
Perera.  

Among the treatments, Vakkaru’s signature Immune 
Boosting Therapy is a full-body ritual that will 
strengthen the immune system to enhance health, 
energy and longevity. Also of note, 90-minute Chakra 
sessions target blockages in the body’s energy 
centres. During Shiro Dhara treatments, warm, 
herb-infused Ayurvedic oils wash over the “third eye”. 
Abhyanga is a full-body massage that removes toxins, 

melts fat and moisturises the skin. To 
comprehensively target stubborn issues, Vakkaru 
visitors can book Ayurveda Packages running for up to 
14 days. The Merana Spa team can also provide dietary 
advice so guests can choose foods that best support 
their goals.  
 
Speaking about the launch, VGeneral Manager of  
Vakkaru Maldives, Iain McCormack, said: “In everything 
we do at Vakkaru, we ask ourselves how we can best 
take care of our guests and how we can empower 
them in taking the best care of themselves. Our new 
Ayurveda programme provides yet another way for our 
guests to define their own wellness journey.”  
 
Vakkaru’s Ayurveda offering is the latest initiative to 

be inspired by Vakkare, a new standard in luxury 
hospitality unmatched in the Maldives, that places 
the concept of care at the core of everything 
Vakkaru does. Whether guests choose only the 
briefest Ayurveda taster session or a days-long 
programme, Dr. Perera and the entire Merana Spa 
team will ensure that a truly life-affirming, 
energy-restoring experience awaits.  
 
For reservations and general information, 
please visit vakkarumaldives.com 
or contact reservations@vakkarumaldives.com. 
For real-time updates, connect on Facebook 
facebook.com/vakkarumaldives, Instagram 
@vakkarumaldives and Twitter @vakkarumaldives.

The app has been built to enhance each 
guest’s experience, from the initial planning 
inspiration and practical information right 
through to customizing a stay with 
activities, concierge services and spa 
treatments. Now, guests can experience the 
enticing world of Six Senses Resorts and 
Hotels, manage their reservations, book 
transfers and take advantage of latest 
offers, all through the app. They can plan 
ahead and set their interest preferences or 
dietary requirements, pre-book a spa 
treatment or experience and add on half or 
full board before they stay. Once at the 
resort, arranging more adventures, kids’ 
activities or restaurant bookings can be 
done in the moment while Six Senses 
teams help with all the details.  
 
The app enables guests to; Browse Six 

Senses resorts and hotels in destinations 
around the world; Manage reservations 
and access useful information when 
staying at individual resorts; Book 
transfers and personalise daily activities 
before or during the stay; Chat with 
resort‘s teams before and during the stay; 
Reserve a table or order from the in-room 
dining service; Review and book spa 
treatments or wellness programmes; Order 
extra amenities or a buggy, schedule a 
wakeup call or turndown service; and even 
Discover local sustainability and 
community projects, and how they’ve been 
successfully implemented at all Six Senses 
destinations - all at the guests' fingertips. 
 
Chief Commercial Officer of Six Senses, 
Bryan Gabriel said: “Although we are living 
in times when people are quick to adopt 

new technology and contactless services 
are becoming increasingly important, our 
guests and hosts continue to be at the 
center of everything we do. They live our 
values and project what our brand stands 
for every day, while creating the magic 
behind each meaningful guest experience. 
That’s why, in addition to planning ahead 
or booking services or amenities, the app 
also provides valuable information about 
our guests’ preferences and interests. This 
helps our teams further customize 

everything from the room set-up to how 
active or inactive they wish to be when 
they are staying with us.” 
 
In the coming months, Six Senses has plans 
to provide the app in additional languages 
and welcome its exciting resort openings 
as they open throughout 2021. The Six 
Senses app can be downloaded from the 
App Store and Google Play to any mobile 
device.
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IN A NUTSHELL

Reethi Faru Resort Celebrates 3rd Anniversary
Reethi Faru Resort has celebrated its 3rd 
Anniversary on December 22, 2020. 

Fiyavalhu Maldives New Year Promotion: Special Offers 
for Locals and Permit Holders 
Fiyavalhu Maldives has announced special 
New Year offers for locals and permit 
holders throughout the month of January. 

It is a significant milestone as it also marked the 
beginning of Christmas and New Year festivities 
across the island resort. According to the resort, it 
has been quite an emotional journey and Reethi 
Faru is proud of all that they have achieved, 
especially in the segment of sustainability and 
marine conservation.  
 
A statement by the resort read: “Engaging in 
sustainable practices is not a choice for us - it's a 

commitment. Hence, being recognised for our work 
in this aspect and winning the Indian Ocean's 
Leading Green Resort 2020 award is quite 
reassuring. We were also nominated for the World's 
Leading Green Resort 2020 and Maldives' Leading 
Green Resort category. Additionally, we became the 
proud winners in two categories – Luxury Eco 
Resort (Regional) and Luxury Spa Resort 
(Continent) – at the recently concluded World 
Luxury Awards.”
 

In keeping with their conservation promise, they 
have started two new projects to continue 
conservation and preservation of the natural 
environment – ‘Adopt a Coral’ and ‘Adopt a Tree’. 
The focus of both these projects is to preserve, 
conserve and restore the natural balance – both 
marine and terrestrial. Sustainability is at the heart 
of all that they execute at Reethi Faru Resort and 
their creation of the artificial reefs is a strong step 
in that direction. Essential to the health of the 
ocean, these reefs can now have guest 
participation as well, under the project name – ‘The 
Reef Builder Dive’. As an attempt to revive and 
stabilize biological depleted zones, these reefs 
would act as a valuable reproduction reservoir that 
can recreate a whole ecosystem. 
 
This year's anniversary comes at a time when 
Reethi Faru had to make some bold choices. The 
resort notes that they are fortunate to be located 
at a safe haven with the Reethi Faru family, 
ensuring a world-class experience to guests in sync 
with the safety protocol advised by the authorities. 
The latest villa category – the Deluxe Beach Pool 
Villa – and the newest F&B offering, Veggie and 
Vegan, have garnered much love from guests.

Exclusive rates are available for locals and work 
permit holders at this natural and private nook of 
the inhabited island of Mandhoo in South Ari Atoll, 
which includes 44 Villas in five different categories 
(Garden Villa, Deluxe Garden Villa, Beach Villa, 
Deluxe Beach Villa & Pool Villa), all decorated in 
warm earthy tones of greys and tanned woodworks 
in harmony with the island’s natural environment.  

The New Year promotion will continue throughout 
the month of January. Under the promotion, locals 
and work permit holders can obtain special rates 
starting from USD 100 for Garden Villa, up to USD 
180 for Pool Villa (Bed & Breakfast).  

Guests can immerse themselves in the exclusive half 
board and full board meal plans offered by 
Fiyavalhu Maldives at a 30 percent discount, 
providing guests with the opportunity to indulge in 
the authentic Maldivian cuisine and a wide range of 
international cuisine whilst enjoying stunning beach 
views at Koveli restaurant, or at Riya Cafe’ 
overlooking the infinity pool. Hedhikaa is included 

under the full board meal plan at USD 50 per person 
while half board meal plans are at USD 30 per person. 

The resort held its first exclusive New Year Gala 
Dinner on December 31, 2020, leaving a mark and 
allowing guests to begin the year in a fun-filled, 
relaxing atmosphere. 

Fiyavalhu Maldives ensures that all guests get a 
vacation full of memories and unforgettable 
experiences. The island features a Dive and Water 
Sports Centre, excursions to nearby islands, whale 
shark and manta ray excursions, sunset dolphin 
cruises, local Boduberu nights and beach activities 
including beach volleyball.
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IN A NUTSHELL

A DAY IN THE LIFE OF…

The Ritz-Carlton Maldives, Fari Islands Commits to 
Support Local Communities on International Volunteer Day
Valuing this year's theme 'Together We Can 
Through Volunteering', the Ladies and 
Gentlemen of the soon-to-open Ritz-Carlton 
Maldives contributed to the cause by 
touching the hearts of the young generation 
through education.

The Ritz-Carlton Maldives, Fari Islands, supported 
the local community by donating books to 
Dhonbandarain Pre-school of Huraa, a neighbouring 
local island, in commemoration of International 
Volunteer Day 2020 for Social and Economic 
Development, an international observance 
mandated by the United Nations since 1985. 
 
 As the first initiative under the brand's Community 
Footprints project - a global outreach project 
designed to make a change in child well-being, 
hunger and poverty relief - the resort took this 
opportunity to connect with the nearby local island, 
Huraa, aiming to make a meaningful difference. 
 
"At The Ritz-Carlton Maldives, we strongly believe in 
lifting local communities by engaging, contributing 
and inspiring. We are delighted to take the first step 
to initiate the Community Footprints project in the 

Maldives with this meaningful gesture, by inspiring 
the next generation of future leaders," stated Mark 
Hehir, the General Manager of The Ritz-Carlton 
Maldives, Fari Islands in his speech at the donation 
ceremony held at the Local Government Authority in 
Malé on December 21, 2020. 
 
The resort commits to initiating more projects in the 
upcoming months to tackle the issues important to 
the local communities. The brand has built a legacy 
of extraordinary service, on a tradition that goes 

beyond serving loyal guests but extended to inspire 
and impact the communities.

AGNE GRICIUTE
Intern – Velaa Private Island Coral Restoration Project

Hailing in from Lithuania, Agne conducts scientific research on coral nurseries and transplanted corals around Velaa Private Island. Her role 
entails collecting data of the health and growth of corals, maintaining the mid-water floating nurseries, transplanting corals onto the reef, 
surveying the fish abundance and carrying out a personal research project. Following a global mass coral bleaching event in 2016, the house 
reef of Velaa Private Island was left degraded. Hence, the project was set up to help the recovery of the island’s surrounding coral reef in 
order to bring back marine life. So far, over 6000 corals have been transplanted, making the coral project one of the biggest in the Maldives. 

Individuals with strong and capable scuba diving skills that are passionate about sustainability and conserving the reef, with extensive 
knowledge about corals and coral restoration, are eligible to apply for this internship. A degree in marine biology or related field is required. 
Interns are hired every 6 months. Once applications open, you can send your CV and cover letter to employment@velaaisland.com ; 
marine.biology@velaaisland.com and emeline.bouchet@velaaisland.com 

06:30 – Rise and shine, begin my day with morning yoga at the beach
08:00 – Have breakfast 
08:45 – Have a coffee at the office, review tasks for the day and set up for the dive
09:20 – First dive of the day - monitoring growth and survivorship of our nursery corals
10:30 – Come back from the dive, rinse the diving equipment, put the tools away
11:00 – Time for some office work - entering data collected during morning’s dive
12:00 – Lunch
12:45 – Call my family 
14:00 – Have a coffee and set up for another dive 
14:30 – Second dive of the day - continue with monitoring
16:30 – Come back, rinse the equipment and get ready for the office
17:00 – Work on my personal project and interact with any of the guests that come in the marine center
18:00 – Play squash 
19:00 – Dinner and plan the evening with friends
20:00 – Review tasks for the next day, read scientific literature
21:00 – Movie or karaoke night with friends
23:00 – Sleep time

SCAN

For more information on Velaa 
Private Island Coral 
Restoration Project :

For more information on 
Velaa Private Island :

SCAN
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MOVERS & SHAKERS 

Lily Hotels Appoints Helen McCulloch as 
the New Market Expert for Europe, UK, and 
South Africa

An international travel industry expert 
with more than 15 years of experience, 
Helen began her career journey by 
establishing a solid track record in the 
global luxury travel industry as a 
Product Manager. In her new role, 
Helen will also work on achieving goals 
in revenue generation and finding new 
business opportunities from the 
assigned market.

Imroz Uddin, Group Director of Sales & 
Marketing of Lily Hotels stated: “I’m 
thrilled to welcome Helen as the 

newest member of the commercial 
team. Her extensive expertise and 
ability to build strong business from 
Europe, UK, and South Africa, 
combined with her passion for luxury 
hospitality, will ensure a successful 
business performance.”

Lily Hotels’ two award-wining luxury 
resorts — Lily Beach Resort & Spa, and 
Hideaway Beach Resort & Spa — offer 
guests genuine hospitality and 
unparalleled unique experiences. 
 
Nestled on a private island in Malé 

Aisha Faiz has over two decades of 
experience in Finance and Business. 
She completed her Bachelor of Science 
(Honors) (Magna Cum Laude) in 
Business Management from 
Marymount Manhattan College in New 
York, USA. She went on to complete her 
Master's in Business Administration 
(MBA) from Edith Cowan University, 

As the new Cluster Sales & Marketing Manager Helen McCulloch will drive business from Europe, UK, and 
South Africa for the two stunning iconic & award-wining luxury resorts Lily Beach Resort & Spa and 
Hideaway Beach Resort & Spa. 

Australia. Due to her high scholastic 
achievements, she has gained 
recognition as a member of the 
esteemed Sigma Beta Delta, 
International Honor Society in 
Business, Management and 
Administration (Marymount Manhattan 
College New York Chapter) and Alpha 
Chi (National College Honor 
Scholarship Society, New York Iota 
Chapter).  
 
Aisha has been in Singapore for 11 
years, where she established Ermes Pvt 

Sun Siyam Group Appoints Aisha Faiz as 
Chief Operating Officer
After venturing far for academics, culture and global exposure, she is now proud to be back to her roots 
at Sun Siyam. Aisha will play a key role in supporting the business growth and development strategies. 

Joali Maldives Appoints Josy Karabolad as 
JOALI Director of Sales – The Americas

Josy brings with her more than 15 years 
of luxury travel experience and was most 
recently the Director of Sales for Taj 
Hotels spending 9 years overseeing 
Southern USA and South America. Based 
in Atlanta, USA, Josy will be responsible 
for the implementation of sales 
strategies to increase brand awareness 
and market share out of these key 
regions. She is fluent in English and 
native in Brazilian Portuguese. 
 

Alan Ball, Area Director of Sales and 
Marketing at Joali stated: “We are thrilled 
to have Josy as part of our Joali family. We 
are confident that with her strong 
industry relationships and expertise in 
the Americas, Joali will continue to thrive 
heading into 2021 and beyond.”

Designed as a sophisticated globalista’s 
luxurious island retreat, Joali’s 73 private 
villas and residences are the epitome of 

In her new role as Director of Sales – The Americas at Joali Maldives which commenced on December 1, 
2020, Josy Karabolad will oversee sales for Joali in both North and South America.

Ltd, a retail & wholesale trade company 
and travel agency incorporated in 
Singapore, as its Managing Director.  
 
Aisha was a key member in creating the 
beginning of Sun Siyam as a travel 
agency in 1990, working side by side 
with the Managing Director to establish 
itself as a reputed travel company. She 
believes in local talents and the need 
for improved work-life balance in the 
society. With a focus on time 
management, she aims to recreate a 
healthy workforce driven by efficiency 

and productivity.

Shaped by the idyllic natural 
surroundings of the Maldives and Sri 
Lanka, Sun Siyam Resorts are 
sanctuaries for the free-spirited. Their 
team of warm personalities leave a 
lasting impression, with wide smiles and 
a warmhearted approach to hospitality. 
Properties of Sun Siyam Resorts include; 
Sun Siyam Iru Fushi, Sun Siyam Vilu Reef, 
Sun Siyam Olhuveli, Sun Siyam Iru Veli 
and Siyam World in the Maldives; as well 
as Sun Siyam Pasikudah in Sri Lanka.

sustainable glamour. Four restaurants 
provide inventive cuisine from several 
corners of the globe and a liquid 
nitrogen ice cream corner surprises even 
the most discerning of foodies. Joali’s 
imaginative offerings, including 
exquisite architecture and interiors by 
Autobane and Tokyo-based studio Glitt 
and works of immersive art by 
celebrated young designers including 
Misha Khan – many, using recycled 

materials – as well as dedicated Art 
Studio and Gallery, wellbeing programme 
in collaboration with ESPA and 
impeccably-curated in-room libraries, 
provide a showcase for a new form of 
unconventional luxury that celebrates 
craftsmanship and artistry. 

Atoll, just 25 Minutes by seaplane, the 
luxury All-Inclusive Lily Beach Resort & 
Spa offers premium food and beverage 
options with an extensive list of wines & 
spirits. Also included in the No Surprise 
package are 3 excursions per stay. The 
resort provides guests with the wide list 
of activities on the island including 
snorkeling, diving, fishing, a myriad of 
sports and leisure activities and 
Ayurveda treatments at Tamara Spa.

Hideaway Beach Resort & Spa is located 
in the northern Haa Alifu Atoll, a scenic 
50-minute domestic flight followed by a 

15-minute speedboat ride away from 
Velana International Airport. Set on a 
crescent-shaped private island, the 
beachside or over-water villas and the 
associated privacy levels offered are the 
hallmark of this award-winning 
destination, boasting some of the 
largest beachfront villas in the 
Maldives. The Hideaway Spa offering a 
range of rejuvenating treatments, and 
gourmands, foodies and food lovers 
alike can indulge in the unparallel 
culinary experience.
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EVENTS & AWARDS

SATA 2020 Virtual Award Ceremony Concludes

The region’s top and most prestigious travel and 
hospitality awarding body, the South Asian Travel 
Awards (SATA) successfully concluded the SATA 2020 
Virtual Award Ceremony. 

This year SATA received over 1,000 nominations in 
52 categories for Travel, Tourism and Hospitality 
Industry Brands, Properties and Businesses to 
compete from Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, 
Nepal and Sri Lanka, in addition to Visitors Choice 
Awards and Special Recognition Awards.
 
Similar to the previous years, the SATA team 
selected a panel of multinational jury members for 
the evaluation of the nominated properties in 2020. 
Initially, it was planned for the members of the 
panel to travel to multiple cities in the region in 
order to evaluate properties and services. However, in light of the unprecedent challenges faced due to 

COVID-19, the SATA team and judges jointly decided 
to conduct evaluations virtually. 
 
The partners of SATA were unveiled earlier this year 
at an official signing ceremony held at Maagiri 
Hotel. Key partners include; Gulf Craft Maldives as 
Platinum Partner, The Hawks Pvt Ltd as Gold Partner, 
Ooredoo Maldives as Digital Partner, Crowe Maldives 
as Auditing Partner and Maagiri Hotel as the 
Hospitality Partner.  
 

SATA opens up for nominations at the start of each 
year, and interested Travel, Tourism and Hospitality 
Industry Stakeholders, Properties and Businesses can 
compete in a wide array of categories in this 
esteemed regional award ceremony. Each nominee 
can apply for a maximum of 3 categories. 60% of the 
award is judged by a multi-national body of 
highly-acclaimed professionals and industry 
veterans, while 40% of the award is weighed in via 
Online Voting and through the performance of the 
property or business. 
 
The South Asian Travel Awards has been recognising 
the best of South Asian travel and hospitality since 
2016. The prestigious annual event honours stellar 
organisations and individuals with the aim to revive 
and raise service standards within the region’s 
tourism industry. The South Asian Travel Awards is 
endorsed by 16 regional and international bodies for 
its accredited work, including: 

• Association of Professionals in Tourism (APT) 

• Association of Tourism Trade Organizations, India  
 (ATTOI) 

• Association of Travel Agents (ATA) 

• Colombo Chamber of Commerce (CCC) 

• Confederation of Accredited Tour Operators (CATO)  

• Federation of Chambers of Commerce & Industry  
 of Sri Lanka (FCCISL) 

• Hotel and Restaurant Association of Bhutan   
 (HRAB) 

• Kerala Hotel General Manager Club (KHGMC) 

• National Boating Association of Maldives (NBAM) 

• Maldives Association of Travel Agents and Tour  
 Operators (MATATO) 

• Maldives Marketing & PR Corporation (MMPRC) 

• Nepal Tourism Board (NTB) 

• Sri Lanka Association of Inbound Tour Operators  
 (SLAITO) 

• The Hotels Association of Sri Lanka (THASL) 

• Bangladesh International Hotel Association (BIHA) 

• The Indian Association of Tour Operators (IATO)

KEY SPONSORS

PLATINUM PARNER:

GOLD PARTNER: DIGITAL PARTNER: AUDITING PARTNER: HOSPITALITY PARTNER:  
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EVENTS & AWARDS

PROPERTY  CATEGORY  COUNTRY

Ace Aviation Services Maldives  Leading GSA  Maldives

Ace Travels Maldives  Leading PSA  Maldives

Courtyard by Marriott Kochi Airport  Leading Airport Hotel  India (South)

Ramada By Whyndam,  Leading All-inclusive Resort  India (South)
Bengaluru, Yelahanka

Amari Galle Sri Lanka  Leading Family Resort  Sri Lanka

Ace Travels Maldives  Leading Travel Agent - Outbound  Maldives

Adaaran Select Meedhupparu  Leading Dive Resort  Maldives

BMICH  Leading Convention Center  Sri Lanka

Casons Rent A Car Private Limited  Leading Tourist Transport Provider   Sri Lanka
 (Land/Sea)

Conrad Bengaluru  Leading Business Hotel  India (South)

Cinnamon Citadel Kandy  Leading Riverfront Hotel/Resort  Sri Lanka

Grand Hotel, Nuwara Eliya,   Leading Heritage Hotel/Resort  Sri Lanka

Angsana Ihuru  Leading Beach Villa Hotel / Resort  Maldives

Araamu Spa  Leading Wellness and Spa Brand  Maldives

Avia Maldives Pvt Ltd  Leading Supervision Agent  Maldives
 (General Aviation Service)

Heritance Ayurveda  Leading Ayurveda Resort  Sri Lanka

Banyan Tree Vabbinfaru  Best CSR Programme  Maldives

Sheraton Grand Bangalore Hotel  Leading F&B Hotel/Resort  India (South)
at Brigade Gateway

Heritance Tea Factory  Leading Designer Hotel/Resort  Sri Lanka

Best Dives Private Limited  Leading Adventure Service Provider  Maldives

Dive Oceanus  Leading Dive Center / Brand  Maldives

Heritance Tea Factory  Leading Theme Resort  Sri Lanka

Marriott International Group  Leading Hospitality Development  India (South)
 Company 

PROPERTY  CATEGORY  COUNTRY

Ramada By Wyndham Alleppey  Leading House Boat  India (South)

Heritance Aarah South  Asia’s Best New Hotel / Resort  Maldives

Island Aviation Services Limited  Leading Tourist Transport Provider (Air)  Maldives

Taj West End, Bengaluru  Leading Luxury Hotel/Resort  India (South)

Sheraton Grand Bangalore Hotel  Leading Meeting and Conference   India (South)
at Brigade Gateway Hotel/Resort

Hotel Gangtey Palace  Leading Palace Hotel  Bhutan

Resort Life Travel  Leading Destination Promoter  Maldives

Jetwing Surf  Leading Surf Hotel/Resort  Sri Lanka

Lakeside Chalet - Mumbai,  Leading Serviced Apartment  India (North)
Marriott Executive Apartments Hotel/Resort 

Reveries Diving Village  Leading Guest House / Tourist Inn  Maldives

Leopard Trails Bespoke   Leading Wildlife Tented Camp  Sri Lanka
Tented Safaris

Niwadu Deals (Pvt) Ltd  Leading Travel Technology  Sri Lanka

Scubaspa Maldives  Leading Liveaboard  Maldives

Royal Palms Beach Hotel Kalutara Leading Eco Friendly City Hotel  Sri Lanka

Creative Travel Pvt LTD  Leading Travel Agent - Inbound India (North)

Soneva Fushi  Leading Eco-Friendly Resort  Maldives

The Theva Residency  Leading Boutique Hotel/Resort  Sri Lanka

Uday Samudra Leisure Beach   Leading Wedding Hotel/Resort  India (South)
Hotel & Spa

Sun Aqua Iru Veli  Leading Beach Resort  Maldives

IBNI Spa Resort  Leading Wellness and Spa Resort  India (South)

Meghauli Serai, A Taj Safari  Leading Wildlife Lodge  Nepal

Villa Shenandoah  Leading Bungalow / Villa  Sri Lanka

Voyages Maldives Pvt L td  Leading Liveaboard Brand  Maldives

You & Me by Cocoon Maldives  Most Romantic Resort  Maldives

GOLD WINNERS OF SATA 2020:

www.resortlife.travel
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IN THE NEWS

Over 180 Guesthouses Across the Maldives Back in 
Service
With the reopening of borders and resumption of operations of resorts and liveaboards in July 2020, guesthouses also resumed operations 
in October 2020.

According to the Ministry of Tourism, 
there are currently 182 guesthouses 
open across 10 atolls in the 
Maldives. The majority of these 
guesthouses are located within the 

greater Malé region, with a tally of 81, 
followed by 48 guesthouses in Alif 
Alif Atoll. 18 and 17 establishments 
are open in Alif Dhaalu Atoll and 
Vaavu Atoll respectively. 

Guesthouses in Baa, Noonu, Haa Alif 
and Gaafu Dhaalu Atoll have also 
started accepting reservations.
 
The local Health Protection Agency 
and relevant authorities have 
asserted that wearing masks in 
public will be mandatory for both 
locals and tourists in islands where 
guesthouses have resumed 
operations, and that guesthouses 
must be run in accordance with 
safety regulations. All tourists visiting 
the capital, Malé, for more than 48 
hours must present a negative PCR 
test conducted within 72 hours prior 
to departure, and guesthouse 
employees must undergo testing on a 
monthly basis.
 
Overall, guesthouses are required to 
seek authorisation from local 
councils prior to submitting an 

Arena Beach Hotel – Maafushi
application to the Ministry of Tourism 
with a detailed Standard Operating 
Procedure on how the health and 
safety measures will be implemented. 
As per the guideline, guesthouses 
must have a separate isolation area 
based on bed capacity for positive 
cases and close contacts. Flu clinics 
and designated vehicles for 
transportation must be present on 
every island with running tourist 
establishments. 
 
The Ministry of Tourism, together with 
Visit Maldives and other stakeholders, 
have made it a mission to promote 
guesthouses and local tourism in the 
future. In this regard, a major portion 
of marketing activities will be carried 
out with this in mind for the coming 
year. It is also estimated that tourist 
arrival rates will peak, and 1.5 million 
tourists will arrive within the year 2021.

Maldives Launches NooRaajje Programme in Partnership 
with Blue Prosperity Coalition
The Government of Maldives has kicked-off ‘NooRaajje’ programme in partnership with the Blue Prosperity Coalition – a group of 
organisations working to promote blue economies through sustainable ocean governance methods – on December 16, 2020. 

With the participation of various 
government officials, the event 
featured remarks by H. E. President 
Ibrahim Mohamed Solih; Minister of 
Fisheries, Marine Resources and 
Agriculture, Hon. Zaha Waheed; 
Minister of Economic Development, 
Hon. Uz. Fayyaz Ismail; and Hana Amir, 
a lead marine biologist at the 
Maldives Marine Research Institute 
(MMRI).
 
During the President’s speech, he 
emphasized that 98 per cent of the 
Maldives’ territory is ocean, and 
highlighted the country’s dependence 
on it for livelihoods and economy, 
reiterated that implementing a Blue 
Economy which balances economic 
prosperity with environmental 
sustainability is a key pledge of the 
current Administration. 

The video statements were followed 
by a panel discussion featuring 
Fisheries Minister, Hon. Zaha Waheed; 
Hana Amir, Marine Biologist at MMRI; 
Moosa Zameer Hassan, Programme 

Coordinator for NooRaajje; Dr. 
Katheryn Mengerink, Executive 
Director at the Waitt Institute, a 
leading Blue Prosperity Coalition 
partner founded by American 
businessman Theodore W ‘Ted’ Waitt; 
and Dr. Angus Friday, Blue Economy 
Director at the Waitt institute. The 
panel outlined details on the 
programme’s components and 
intended outcomes, and clarified 
public queries regarding the 
programme during a Q&A segment.

The NooRaajje programme will run 
from 2020 through 2024, and comprise 
of scientific expeditions into the 
Maldives’ ocean spaces, shaping policy 
on the proper use of marine resources, 
and consultations with communities to 
devise better means of protecting the 
Maldives’ marine ecosystems. The 
programme consists of five years’ 
worth of projects to gain deeper 
scientific knowledge of the Maldives 
ocean, while building up Maldivians’ 
capacity to conserve their marine 
ecosystems.  The programme will help 

the Government implement a legally 
binding Maritime Spatial Plan spanning 
the Maldives ‘Exclusive Economic Zone’ 
(EEZ); and advance efforts to designate 
at least 20 per cent of the Maldives’ 
ocean as protected areas.
  

For NooRaajje updates, visit their 
Website:                    or                     Twitter:

SCAN SCAN
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During a momentous ceremony held at 
Velana International Airport, the guest was 
identified by the Ministry of Tourism, 
together with Maldives Marketing and 
Public Relations Corporation (MMPRC), 
Maldives Immigration and Maldives Airports 
Company Limited (MACL). 

The 500,000th tourist, Kirstin Madeleine 
Nittke, arrived from Germany via Emirates. 
On arrival, she was identified at the 
Immigration counter and greeted by the 
welcoming team. She was then presented 
with a sash and flower garland.
 
She was ushered outside and then escorted 
onto the stage where senior officials of the 
Ministry of Tourism, MMPRC, Maldives 
Immigration and MACL received her. A 
festivity of Maldivian cultural activities, live 
Bodu Beru and Dhandi Jehun by traditional 
boduberu group, Bidhabin, took place at 
the ceremony. Kirstin was then awarded a 
special gift by Dr. Naushad Mohamed, 
Deputy Minister of Tourism – a product from 
Maldives Wave; Velaa series from Liyela 
collection.
 
Upon this accomplishment, the Minister of 
Tourism, Honorable Dr. Abdulla Mausoom, 
stated: “Today we celebrate the arrival of 

500,000 tourists. Surpassing this milestone 
in this challenging year in advance of the 
forecasted date is the result of combined 
efforts of tourism industry partners and the 
government. It is the result of HEP Solih’s 
timely decisions backed by the tourism 
industry partners’ determination to revive 
our tourism industry. Thanks to travel and 
tourism industry partners, employees, and 
associations. I take this opportunity to 
convey heartfelt appreciation to the Health 
Protection Agency, health professionals, 
related government authorities, and 
volunteers for their hard work to brand the 
Maldives as a safe and secure destination 
to the international community. A very 
warm applause to the lovely Maldivians for 
this remarkable achievement. 
#TogetherWeCan.”
 
The special gift, Tanu, was handed over by 
the Managing Director of MMPRC Thoyyib 
Mohamed, alongside special gifts by the 
Deputy Controller of Maldives Immigration 
Ibrahim Ashraf, and the Managing Director 
& Chief Operating Executive of MACL 
Gordon Andrew Stewart.

A Holiday Voucher of a 7-nights 
complimentary accommodation in an 
Island Villa on Full Board Basis at Coco 

Bodu Hithi was also presented by 
Operations Manager of Coco Bodu Hithi 
Mohamed Shiham.
 
Managing Director of MMPRC Thoyyib 
Mohamed stated: “Amidst such a pandemic, 
it is a remarkable feat to keep on achieving 
such milestones. We welcomed the 
100,000th visitor since the border reopening 
just a few days ago and today we are 
celebrating the arrival of the 500,000th 
visitor for the year. This is, indeed, the result 
of joint efforts by the entire tourism 
industry in both the public and private

sector. I would like to congratulate everyone 
for their hard work in making this year such 
a successful one.” 
 
This was followed by the presentation of a 
voucher for the first-of-its-kind COVID-19 
Insurance by Allied Inbound by General 
Manager of Allied Insurance Ahmed Shabiq 
and a special gift by the Ooredoo Maldives 
presented by Director Network IT & Planning 
at Ooredoo Maldives, Shabeen Ali.
 
The Controller General of Immigration 
Mohamed Ahmed Hussain stated: “On this 
special occasion I would like to congratulate 
the 500,000th tourist of 2020 and everyone 
involved in the tourism industry for 
achieving this milestone. For decades, 
Maldives has been famous for its natural 
beauty and world-class hospitality 
attracting travellers from around the globe. 
Despite this global pandemic, we “Maldives 
Immigration” dedicate our commitments 
and full support to harness the tourism 

December 17, 2020, marked the grand arrival of the 500,000th tourist to the Maldives for the year 2020. 

IN THE NEWS

Maldives Welcomes 2020's 500,000th Tourist 

industry and move forward to boost our 
economy.”
 
CEO & MD of MACL Andrew Gordon Stewart also 
expressed his sentiments on this special day: 
“We have great news from the Maldives. We 
have reached the 500,000th tourist arrival 
milestone and this is a remarkable 
achievement which we are all very proud of. So 
much effort has been put in place for this day 
and I can honestly say that Team Maldives did 
exceptionally well in promoting destination 
Maldives as a safe place to visit. We believe 
that we have contributed our part in 
maintaining our high safety standards at 
Velana International Airport and with our 
attractive incentive packages to our partner 
airlines. I would like to continue to assure our 
guests that Velana International Airport will 
maintain its high standards of safety until 
vaccines are successfully administered. The 
Maldives has already earned international

recognition as a great holiday destination and 
the future looks bright, in fact sunny. Every 
month our Tourist Arrivals are increasing, and 
this is very positive and encouraging, where 
Tourism is the backbone of Maldives. 
I congratulate our lucky 500,000th tourist this 
year and I thank all stakeholders who have 
made the Maldives’ Dream come true.”
 
The event was held with the support of 
industry and media partners, and concluded 
with a group photo taken with Kirsten 
alongside all event partners.
 
It is anticipated that the country will reach 
peak arrival rates during the year of 2021, 
taking the rate up to 1.5 million tourist arrivals.

EASY & AFFORDABLE: 
Call Us for Collections

RMLS LAB SERVICES

To Collect Samples Direct from 
Guesthouse Islands, Resorts & 
Safari Boats, we have a.... 

New Hill, Lot No. 10059, Nirolhu Magu, 
Hulhumale, Maldives. Tel: +9603355001 / 02, 

Email: info@rmlslabservices.com

All Inclusive

$95

Do not worry about the Transport Fee. 
It’s included. No +++

*Applicable for Selected Islands / Zones with Pre-booking confirmation

Dedicated RMLS LAB 
SERVICES SPEEDBOAT
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Maldives – Sri Lanka Cable (MSC) Aimed at Strengthening 
Digital Eco-system of Maldives Lands in Hulhumalé
The Maldives-Sri Lanka Cable (MSC), composed of a Wavelength Division Multiplexing (WDM) subsystem and an 863-kilometre fibre optic 
cable, has successfully landed in the Maldives, connecting the coastal areas of Colombo to Hulhumalé.

The MSC is being deployed as per a tripartite 
agreement between Ooredoo Maldives Plc, Dhiraagu 
Plc and Dialog AXIATA Plc, for the transport of 
international traffic and to further enhance the 
telecommunication infrastructure of the region. It is 
equipped with Huawei Marine Networks' 
high-output titanium housing repeaters deployed to 
a water depth of 3,700 meters to provide a reliable 
regional telecommunications network.
 
Interconnected to domestic networks, the increased 
capacity would greatly strengthen the digital 
ecosystem within the country and support the 
growing digital transformation needs of people and 
businesses.
 
Minister of Communication, Science and Technology 
Hon. Mohamed Maleeh Jameel stated: “I would like 
to thank both Internet Service Providers for their 
continuous commitment in strengthening the digital 
eco-system of the country. As we mark an important 
milestone, I am confident that with the successful 
completion of this project we are paving way to 
further strengthen the digital infrastructure of our 
island nation and increase diversity."   

 
Since the development of the ongoing pandemic, 
communities and businesses are digitising their 
services to create a safer environment and continue 
everyday lives, which has increased the need and 
demand for even higher quality internet services.  
 
This USD 22 million project, aims to support the 
growing need of local communities and businesses 

to realise the benefits of this digital age. The project 
will also support and increase the network readiness 
to provide revolutionary 5G services throughout the 
nation, which will connect the people of the 
Maldives to groundbreaking new technologies and 
pave the way for innovation, ultimately building the 
foundation for socioeconomic development across 
the nation.

MTCC Celebrates 40th Anniversary
Maldives Transport and Contracting Company Plc (MTCC) has celebrated a new milestone 
of reaching its 40th year as the longest serving public company of the Maldives. 

On December 18, 2020, MTCC broadcasted a special 
TV programme, #Kaamiyaabu40 to mark their their 
anniversary celebration. The company further 
released a song, telling the story of its very 
commendable services to the nation and distributed 
some scrumptious cupcakes to the customers at the 
ferry terminals on the occasion.

Making a pleasant appearance during the 
programme, H. E. President Ibrahim Mohamed Solih 
inaugurated a special book commemorating the 40th 
anniversary of MTCC. President Solih praised MTCC 
for its vital role in implementing the Government’s 
policies to ensure basic services nationwide.

Highlighting the valuable services offered by MTCC 
throughout its 40 years of existence, President Solih 
thanked all the hard-working staff of MTCC. He noted 
that the exemplary leadership of MTCC is evident as 
the company earned MVR 140 million in profit before 
tax within the first three quarters of 2020. 

Maldives Transport and Contracting Company Plc 
(MTCC) was incorporated on December 18, 1980 as 
the first public company in the Maldives. Throughout 
its existence MTCC has positioned itself as the 
leading marine and land transport provider, and civil 
and marine constructor.
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At a special event held to celebrate the kickstart of the 5G 
era for the company, Ooredoo Maldives also launched 5G 
AirFibre - the first 5G powered Home Broadband services 
in the Maldives providing speeds that are tenfold.

The event was attended by the Minister of Communication, 
Science & Technology, Hon. Mohamed Maleeh Jamal who 
officially launched Ooredoo 5G services in the Maldives, 
the Minister of Economic Development, Hon. Uz. Fayyaz 
Ismail, Chief Executive of Communications Authority of 
Maldives (CAM),, Ilyas Ahmed, Chief Technology Officer of  
the Presidents Office, Hamid Shafeeu, as well as the 
Chairman of Ooredoo Maldives, Andrew Kvalseth, plus the 
Board of Directors and employees of Ooredoo Maldives 
who joined the event virtually to be part of this historic 
moment for the company.  
 
Speaking at the event, the Minister of Communication, 
Science & Technology, Hon. Mohamed Maleeh Jamal said: 
“5G technologies have the potential for extraordinary 
breakthroughs across industries, which is now being 
witnessed worldwide. As the role of internet connectivity 
continues to become more and more crucial for the 
country’s social and economic growth, the roll-out of 5G 
technologies in the Maldives creates a strong digital 
infrastructure on which creative new solutions can be built 
on for the betterment of our communities. I would like to 
thank the management and staff of Ooredoo Maldives for 
their strong commitment towards a Digital Maldives, by 
continuing to invest in creating a stronger and more 
capable network which can power new technologies and 
innovations, at a time when it is needed more than ever.” 

Najib Khan, Managing Director and CEO, Ooredoo Maldives 
said: “Over the past year, we have seen a huge shift 
towards digital across industries, from healthcare, 
education, communication, governance, e-commerce and 
more. Despite the challenges faced by the pandemic, our 
team has prioritized the roll-out of 5G services, 
understanding its unparalleled capabilities to unlock the 
full power of a connected society - something that is of 

pivotal importance in the new normal. We are equally 
proud to launch the first 5G broadband services in the 
Maldives, which overcomes the challenges faced in 
installation of fibre optic cables in congested areas such 
as Malé. A flexible alternative which offers comparable 
internet speeds to fiber broadband, 5G AirFibre services 
will accelerate fiberisation through airwaves of Ooredoo 
5G. Today, we welcome a new digital age in the Maldives, 
enabling endless possibilities and innovative new digital 
services for people and businesses. We reaffirm our 
commitment to the people of Maldives, ensuring our 

support in transforming their digital lifestyles to achieve the 
full benefits of the digital world.”  
 
5G technology not only promises a fundamental boost in 
speed, but offers significantly lower latencies, increased 
capacities and is much more reliable. Paired with IoT 
Technologies, this unlocks a wave of advances such as 
intelligent homes, smart cars, drone deliveries and much 
more, aimed to transform life as we know it and power 
healthcare services, education and entertainment such as 
sporting events & gaming.  
 
Available for both prepaid and postpaid customers, Ooredoo 
5G covers a large percentage of the capital city, on certified 
handsets. With the official launch of 5G, the company is 
working with global operators to certify the network on 
additional handsets as soon as possible. The coverage map 
for Ooredoo 5G is available on the Ooredoo Maldives 
website. 
 
In addition to 5G mobile services, customers in the capital 
city can also experience the superfast speeds of 5G via 5G 
AirFibre Home Broadband. The enhanced connectivity with 
5G AirFibre will provide incredibly high speeds which is 
extremely positive news for local communities and 
businesses; especially for small and medium business 
working remotely or working from homes. Customers in Malé 
can now check the eligibility of their area and pre-book their 
5G AirFibre devices via the Ooredoo Maldives website.  
 
Ooredoo Maldives further announced 5G Experience zones, 
for customers who are curious to test out 5G and 5G AirFibre 
services. This includes the first 5G powered VR Café in the 
Maldives and Ooredoo Club Premier Lounge.  
 
Ooredoo was the first operator in the world to have 
launched a live commercial 5G network in Qatar in early 2018 
which marked a major technological breakthrough for 
Ooredoo and the global telecommunications industry. 
Following its vision to create communities powered by 
digital services, the company continuously made 
investments in North Africa and the Arabian Gulf to 
Southeast Asia to enhance customers’ digital experiences. 
Ooredoo Maldives notes that it will continue to enhance its 
network across the nation in order to connect customers to 
the best technologies and services that the digital world has 
to offer.  
 
For more information on Ooredoo 5G services: 

 

To pre-book 5G AirFibre Home Broadband: 

Telecom giant, Ooredoo has announced the commercial launch of its 5G services in the Maldives, with the initial rollout covering a large 
percentage of the capital city of Malé, including key business hubs, hospitals, public spaces and more.  

IN THE NEWS

Ooredoo Welcomes Maldives to a New Digital Age with 
the Roll Out of 5G Services & 5G AirFibre

SCAN

SCAN
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Our industry-leading printing solutions deliver exceptionally high 
quality print to create lasting impressions for your business. 

B O N  A P P É T I T

Chef Tarique Aziz loves bringing out the freshest ingredients to prepare his tantalising 
dishes. His culinary journey starts at the Le Meridian Bangalore at the age of 21 as a 
kitchen executive. Two years later, he was promoted to Chef de partie. He worked in a 
number of top-notch hotels such as the Sheraton Gambia Hotel Resort & Spa as Executive 
Sous Chef, W Doha as Executive Chef De Cuisine, Sunset Beach Resort Marina and Spa as 
Executive Chef and more. Known for being a multi-cuisine master, Chef Tarique says that 
the culinary world is a never-ending learning process. Chef Tarique is now the Executive 
Chef of the luxurious and intimate private island retreat, Noku Maldives.

“I love to use local ingredients. Wherever I work, I try to use that country’s ingredients and 
fuse them with other Asian and international cuisine. This is what inspired me to create our 
very own version of this dish with local fish and a fusion of Asian ingredients.” 

           

  
  

 

 
 

 

 

Ingredients
Tuna loin 180g
Dry wakame (soaked in water) 30g
Organic soba noodle 50g
White sesame seed (toasted) 15g
Black sesame seed (toasted) 15g
Olive oil 50ml
Sesame oil 20ml
Fresh grated ginger 5g

Garlic (mince) 2 cloves
Soya sauce 15ml
Honey 10ml
Rice vinegar 10ml
Chopped spring onion 10g
Black pepper powder
Salt

Courtesy of 
Executive Chef Tarique Aziz
Noku Maldives

SESAME CRUSTED PAN SEARED 
AHI TUNA WITH WAKAME AND 
SOBA NOODLE SALAD

Method
• In a bowl, make the dressing by combining soya sauce, honey, olive oil, garlic, rice vinegar, grated ginger, 

sesame oil. Mix well and put aside.
• In a plate combine black and white sesame seed, garlic powder, salt and pepper powder. 
• Press tuna loin onto sesame mixture. Coat both sides.
• In a non-stick pan add olive oil and sear tuna loin on each side.
• Cook soba noodle and make cold. Toss with ginger.
• Drain soaked wakame well.
• Combine above dressing with cold soba and wakame. Toss well and add chopped spring onion.
• In a plate, arrange noodle and wakame salad, cut tuna loin into slices and arrange on top of salad.
• Garnish with coral tuile and wasabi.



Abdul Latheef
President 

SME & Entrepreneurs Federation of Maldives 

(SEF-M)

Ismail Hameed
Vice President 

National Boating Association of Maldives (NBAM)
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Frankly Speaking
Further to the IATA statement made on December 22, 2020 - "While the first countries have approved a limited number of vaccines and 
started to vaccinate their populations, the widespread global vaccine roll-out is likely to take at least 12-24 months. Given the critical state 
of the airline industry, the safe reopening of borders using COVID-testing as a bridge solution to relaxing quarantine and other restrictions 
that are critical in ensuring airline survival, along with the survival of the thousands of businesses and millions of jobs." - What implications 
could the Maldives tourism be prepared for or expect for the year 2021?

Dr. Mahamood Shougee
Former Minister of Tourism and Civil Aviation

Maldives

They are all important and critical practices that shall continue as new 
normal, and we have to learn to live with them. I predict Maldives can 
remain a popular and sought-after destination because we have a 
unique advantage. While most countries struggle to draw lines for 
social distancing, Maldives is geographically dispersed. Resorts are 
stand-alone islands and so we are naturally isolated. Therefore, our 
tourism may not experience COVID the same way other cities in the 
world do. There are two ways we could utilise our advantages and 
ensure that we are even more successful;

1. We should use 4 geographical regional airports as international 
airports to avoid congestion and spread of COVID. This will ensure that 
cases will remain controlled and the COVID status in one region does 
not affect the other regions of Maldives. That will also improve local 
employment in atolls and will be more cost- and time-effective even for 
tourists. Airlines and operators will quickly adapt to these changes for 
the future. 

2. The current PCR testing in Maldives is too expensive and we should 
try to bring the cost per test down to below 20 USD per test in order to 
encourage more growth in tourism during these trying times.

I believe we can be cautiously optimistic about Maldives tourism for 
2021. The performance of Maldives tourism after reopening on July 15, 
2020, has been remarkable, in spite of the continuing COVID-19 crisis 
globally. This success could be attributed to several factors: the good 
COVID-19 management within Maldives, the health and safety measures 
taken by resorts leading to tourists' confidence in the destination, and 
the fact that many other tourist destinations remain closed. In 2021, 
Maldives is likely going to face more competition as other destinations 
reopen, but with strategic marketing and continuity of good COVID 
management, we can expect to reach or exceed 1 million arrivals.

I think that the opinions proposed by IATA are important. The travel industry must 
continue with precautions. Borders should be open. This will help save millions of 
jobs and thousands of businesses. 

Maldives can be viewed as a role model for the region and the world, but we 
shouldn’t take away the safety measures just for the sake of favouring the 
business. Indeed, health and economy go hand-in-hand.  There’s a risk of 
imported virus and favour of the Dollar income in the same journey.

The costs of testing started at 100 USD, and remains the same by government 
operated IGM Hospital, while private labs and private hospitals have started 
offering testing for 65 – 70 USD. However, resorts guesthouses and boats are 
adding a mark-up for the testing charges and selling it to guests for over 160 or 
180 USD making about 200 percent profit on the test which becomes an expensive 
affair to the end tourist who pays for this.

We, from the National Boating Association of Maldives, have facilitated to offer 
the best available market prices to our member boats – with the possibility of 
collecting samples from certain locations. Hence, it’s wiser to lower margins or do 
it at the same charge for tourists by tourism establishments, in order to offer an 
exceptional deal which can attract more tourists and enhance our core values. We 
should focus on the long term than a quick profit.

Shaaz Waleed
Managing Director 

Resort Life Travel

The Maldives has already implemented mandatory PCR testing for every individual 
arriving to the country, including locals, ensuring the safety of everyone around 
us. PCR tests are also mandatory for anyone travelling to resorts at the moment. 
As our resorts are geographically distanced islands, it is easier for us to slow 
down the spread. We have been performing social distancing at our best. 
Moreover, after seeing the positive outcomes of not taking 100% occupancy and 
restricting split-stays in resorts, we were able to ease these limitations last month. 
Over the past few months, we have seen a vast decrease in the number of positive 
cases with our implication, hence, we will make sure to implement the restrictions 
again if our current situation turns out inadequate

Abdulla Nasheed
President 

Guesthouse Association of Maldives

Normally travel drops off 
right after the holidays. If 
airline tickets come to an 
affordable level, then 2021 

will be a good year.

Mohamed Mirsaad
Managing Director 

Travel Connection Maldives

The Maldives Tourism 
Industry will ensure the 
safety of our valuable 
visitors by cautiously 

attending to the needs and 
developments globally. By 
envisaging the number of 
tourists coming into the 

Maldives and adhering to 
the global and local guide-
lines set forth, the Maldives 
will make sure it remains as 
a safe destination and will 
take measures to sustain 

the same.




